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PAR T I. 


N 0 anonymous book, smce the " Vestiges 
of Creation," (no\v nlore than twenty 


years old)-indeed, it might alnlost be said 
no theological book, \\'hether anonynlous or of 


certified authorship-that has appeared \vithin 



 the sanlC interval, has attracted anything like 


the amount of notice and of criticism ,,'hich 


* cc Ecce Homo: a Survey of the Life and 'York of 
J e.sus Christ. n 8\"0. l\Iacmillan & Co. 1866. 
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have been bestowed upon the remarkable 
volume entitled It Ecce Homo." 
Probably \ve should have to travel much 
further back in order to find a ,york ,vhich, 
having dra\vn forth commendation so warnl, 
and censure so sharp, had both acq uired 
the one and incurred the other from the 
most directly opposite quarters. The fact, 
however, IS undisputed, and the instances 
familiar enough: and the phenomenon ad- 
Inits, perhaps, of some explanation, though it 
may perhaps be a partial explanation only. 
On the one hand, it is plain that the author 
repeatedly uses language \vhich could not con- 
sistently be employed in treating of Christi- 
anity from what is termed the orthodox point 
of view; and the offence which many have 



ITS RELATIO
 TO SOClrTY. 



 
.) 


takcn on this account has, in stIch cases Ull- 


happily, put a dcad stop to any rcal investi- 


gation of the ,vork in its gencral bcarings. 


Or, if thc proccss has. bcen continued, yct a 


dcternlined adhesion to fixed and unclastic 


nlodes of thought has nlade it so repulsivc, as 


to ensurc its ending in thorough-paced con- 


denlnation. 


On the othcr hand, ,,"hat IS 


loosely callcd socicty, and is rcprcscnted by 


the literature, if not of the age, yet of thc 


n10nlcllt, has becn 11laking of late nluch of 


,\'hat may be termed proud flesh; a sign of 


ungoverned effort, and of life indeed, but of 


somewhat crude and disordered life. Into 


this tissue of proud flesh the ,york cuts, per- 


haps more deeply than any other production 


of recent years; not by direct insertion of the 
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knife, but by bringing home to the reader's 
mind, ,vith a ,vonderful force and freshness, this 
impression, that there is something or other 
called the Gospel, ,vhich, ",vhatever it may be," 
as ,vas said by an old Pagan poet of the Deity, 
has very strong, and ,vhat may even turn out 
to be very formidable, claims, not merely on 
the intellectual condescension, but on the loyal 
allegiance and humble obedience of mankind. 
To drive honle this impression to the heart 
and mind of the nineteenth century, nO\\7 
already gro,vn elderly and gro,ving old, dis- 
turbs the self-complacency of a mind deter- 
mined upon comfort, and naturally enough 
constitutes a grave offence in the vie\vs of 
those to \vhonl the chequered but yet impos- 
ing fabric of actual Christianity, still casting 
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its majestic light and shado\v ovcr the ,,-hole 
civiliscd "'0 rl d, is a rank cyesorc, and an in- 
tolcrable grievance. 
This offence, scriotIs In itsclf, IS attcnded 
,vith aggravating circunlstances. Thcre is a 
tone of familiarity, to say the lcast, at the 
otItset of the volun1e, and particularly in the 
Prcface, ,vhich naturally tends to raise hopes 
that the history of IIim to ,vhonl so many 
lands, and so many ages, have bo\\'cd the 
knce, is about to rcceive a ,'cry frec handling. 
And, indeed, the author, it is observcd, actually 
by inlplication calls himself a critic. lIe ap- 
parently proposes "to accept those conclusions 
about Christ, not ,vhich church doctors or 
even apostlcs have sealed ,vith their autho- 
rity, but ,vhich the facts themselves, critically 
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weighed, appear to ""arrant." And yet this 


"critic," forsooth, we by and by discover, 


does not conform to the first la,v of theolo- 


gical criticism, ,vhich seems to be ,vith many 


not far from this: that every question of 


history or creed, hitherto held affirmatively, 


and no\v admitted to examination
 is to be 


determined in the negative. Or, more point- 


edly, he does not conform to the canon ,vhich 


Dr Strauss lays do,vn as a postulate, if not 


an axiom, in his "Life of Christ com posed 


for the German People,"* ,vhere \ve have the 


following proposition: "A personality, ,vhich 


on one side indeed is of a man, but on the 


other is a being of higher order, a God or 


* "Das Leben J esu fiir das Deutsche V olk bearbeitet. " 
Von D. F. Strauss. 2 Auflage, Leipzig, 1864. P. I. 
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Son of God, and ,vhich, though born of a hu- 
n1an nlother, IS begottcn of no human fathcr, 
such an objcct ,,'e hand ovcr to fable and 
to poetry, but llcver think of making it the 
thcn1e of a serious historical treatment." This 
staggering proposition our author docs not 
adopt: nay, he belicves in miracles, or at 
lcast has registcred no VO\\p to disbelicve them. 
No\v this seems like taking the shibbolcth, of 
a party, and thcn turning out no bcttcr than 
a traitor in the can1p. In fine, to the abso- 
lutcly stereotyped forms both of faith and 
scepticism, to the c' high and dry" bcliever, 
and to the "high and dry J) non-bclievcr, the 
author of "Ecce IIomo" has been a most un- 
acceptable visitant, for apparently he has caused 
to both a good deal of vague perturbation. 
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This, ho\vever, as has been said, is but a 
partial explanation, especially as regar
s the 
objector on the side of orthodoxy. To him 
in particular this volume, quite apart frolu 
those occasional offences (as ,ve ,vill call 
them) of language that have already been 
mentioned, delivers a most serious challenge. 
Undoubtedly it exhibits the character of our 
Lord on the human side. It purports to 
sho,v, and it actually sho\vs Him as man: 
and it ] eaves us to see, through the fair 
curtain of His manhood, \vhat ,ve may. The 
objection taken to this mode of treatment, in 
substance, perhaps amounts to this: that our 
Saviour is not a mere man, but is God made 
man; and that He ought not to be exhibited 
in any Christian ,york as a man only, but 



THE HUMA
 ASPECT PREDO:\IIN A
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as God and man. And justicc compels us 
to add, that those \\,ho challcnge the author 
of "Ecce I lon10" on this ground arc not 
ah\pays persons ,,'hosc j udgn1ent can be sunl- 
marily put asidc on thc scorc of bigotry 
and blindness. 
K ow', as to the nlatter of fact, the simple 
question, namely, ,,,hether this \\'riter exhibits 
our Saviour as man only, let the objector, at 
any rate for argun1ent's sake, have his "pay. 
It is plain that, to say the least, the hUlnan 
aspect so predominates in this volunle, as to 
be at first sight almost the only one. But on 
the rights of the case, as distinguished fronl 
the bare matter of fact, there is much to be 
said. It is very difficult, it is, humanly speak- 
Ing, almost impossible, to maintain a just 
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balance, together ,vith a close unIon bet\veen 
t\vo ideas of such immense disparity as God 
and man: the ,vailing infant, and the supreme 
Creator: the Victim of Death, and the Lord 
of Death: the despised of all, and the Judge 
of all. Heresy from an early date cut the 
heart of this difficulty by denying the di- 
vinity of Christ. The Christian Church, \vith 
its force undivided, and its attention concen- 
trated on subjects of controversy, ,vhich then 
were as conspicuously fe,v as they \vere pro- 
foundly vital, did indeed make good for itself 
a clear and solid theological standing-ground, 
in strict correspondence ,vith the idea of an 
Emnlanuel, or God \vith us. But the stu- 
dent of ecclesiastical history, or even the 
mere cursory inspector of the records of a 



PROCESS OF DOcTRIYAL E
PRFSSION. II 


fe\v of the councils of the fourth century, 
kno,vs that it ".as not until after many a 
fcarful, and evcn "hat, to htIman cyes, might 


seem n1any a giddy rccI. that a ncarly 
unanin10us Christen donI scttled do\vn upon a 
centre of gravity in doctrinal cxpression, \,,"hich 
has been pcrfcctly stable through all the vicis- 
situdes of fiftccn hundrcd ycars, and ,vhich 
to all a ppcarance nothing can no\v shake, 
exccpt thcre come a shock under which all 
dcfinitc Christianity shall crumblc. This com- 
bined belief in the divinity and hun1anity of 
Christ has suryived the impact and strain of 
all the convulsive forces ,vhich rent East from 
\ Vest, or as the Eastcrn Christians ,vould, 
,,'ith more sho\v of reason, say, \Vest from 
East; ,,-hich then broke off from the great 
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'Vestern mass so many integral parts of its 
closely articulated structure; and ,vhich have 
profoundly disorganised so much even of 
,vhat they did not actually sever. Yet it IS 
very difficult for the subjective Christianity of 
individuals, or even for systems, to maintain 
,vith precision the equilibriun1 ,vhich has been 
so laboriously ,yon for its members by the 
action of the early Church. In the Roman 
communion it has long seemed to observers 
from ,vithout, as if much of ,vhat belonged to 
the humanity of Christ in the first forn1s of 
Christian belief, and according to the com- 
Ipon creeds, ,vere virtually intercepted by de- 
votion addressed in the first instance to in- 
termediate objects, and too often apt to rest 
there. In England, and, as some think, still 
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n10re In Scotland, there is on the other hand 
a tendency among imperfectly infonned Chris- 


tians practically to nlcrge the hunlanity In 
the divinity of our Lord, to underrate or 
overlook its continucd existence and action, 


In some cases even to suppose that it ter- 
minated ,yith the thcophany, or manifcsta- 
tion of the Divine Person in the flesh. 
If this be so, then, perhaps, on the part of 
a book like (( Eccc I Ionlo," it may be right 
to retort a friendly expostulation, and to en- 
treat objcctors to consider ,vith thcn1selves 
,yhether thcir in1patience of a detailed picture 
of our Lord in IIis humanity is really so un- 
equivocal a sign of orthodoxy as thcy sup- 
pose; or ,yhether, on the contrary, it may 
rather be a token that the religious mind 
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among us has, from ,vant of habitual cultiva- 
tion, gro\vn dry and irreceptive on that side 
of the Christian creed, so that the kind of 
,vriting ,vhich they encounter \vith rebuke and 
suspicion is, possibly, the very kind ,vhich is 
needed to bring us back to the full vigour of 
that mixed conception of the character and 
person of our Lord, ,vhich in reality forms, 
according to the ackno\vledgn1ent of nearly 
all communions carrying the Christian nalne, 
the central idea of the Christian systen1. 
It may, ho\vever, be further said, and it 
Inay even be true, that the author of "Ecce 
Homo" does not throughout handle the sub- 
ject of our Saviour's hun1anity with the care 
and caution of language ,vhich \vould be ob- 
served, and ought to be observed, by a sound 



THE AUTHOR'S OBJECT. 
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bclievcr, not to say by a trained theologian. 
And this form of the indictmcnt brings us at 
length near, by the rcply ,vhich it suggests, to 
that ,vhich, speaking ,yithout any special in- 
forn1ation, and nlerely using the materials of 
judgn1ent ,vhich the ""ork supplies, ,ve should 
take to be thc true position of the "Titer, and 
the Icgitin1atc office of the \vork. 
In his brief prcface the author of "Eccc 
I Ion10" has inforn1cd us that he ,vrote it for 
the satisfaction of his 0" 11 mind. The \vork 
then ,vas the ,vork of one ".ho felt his ,vay, 
and made his road as he ,vent along; it ,vas 
a tentative ,york, and a tentative \vork can ill 
afford to be judged by the rules applicable to 
one \vhich is didactic. The didactic ,vriter is 
in possession ,vhcn he begins of all the know- 
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ledge ,vith ,vhich he ends; the tentative \vriter 
gathers as he goes. The first is bound by the 
san1e rules all .along; the other enlarges the 
scope of his vision at each step he makes, and 
may naturally and justifiably have employed 
language and assumed a tone ,vhen he com- 
menced his labours ,vhich ,vould be unbecom- , 
ing from the more advanced position that he 
occupies at the close. Nor ought he of neces- 
sity to go back upon and recast his diction, 
so as to give himself one colour and one atti- 
tude fronl first to last; for if he did so he 
,vould be likely to efface from his composition 
those lineaments of truth and nature on ,vhich 
its effect as a ,vhole might in great measure 
depend. For in such a ,,'ork, \vhich is essen- 
tially a ,york of self-education, that ,vhich, 
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above all things, the reader ought to see is 


the progression of effect, ,vhich the study of 


the subject, exhibitcd in the composition of 


the book, has had upon the Inind of the 
writer. lIe should be placed in a position to 


measure ,vith some accuracy the distance be- 


t\veen his author's point of departure and 


point of arrival; and, in order that he n1ay 


do this, he must kno\v the actual ,vhereabout 


of the one as ,veIl as of the other. N o,v the 


vcry language by \vhich the author of "Ecce 


1 Iomo" has, it may be, pained or startled the 


nlinds of numerous readers, may perhaps be 


no more than a true index of the unformed 


but upright state of mind in ,vhich he ad- 


dressed himself to a subject, never, it ,vould 


seem, effectually brought home to his under- 
B 
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standing through those channels of tradition 
and authority \vhich with most of us have been 
the earliest, and \vith some, it may be feared, 
the only, avenues of access for the Christian 
religion to our intellects as well as to our hearts. 
I ought perhaps to ask pardon from this 
most able and honourable 'writer for the free- 
dom of these assumptions, ,vhich cannot plead 
as their \varrant any kno\vledge except such 
as has been derived from the pages of the 
work itself. Yet, whether they are in thenl- 
selves excusable or not, they may, at least, 
have the effect of accrediting the acknow- 
ledgments of obligation, and the professions 
of admiration by which they \vill in the main 
be follo\ved. 
The chief objection, then, which IS thought 



CHI E F 0 nJ FCTION TO THE \VORK. 19 


to lie against this \vork from the side of the 
ancicnt Christian belief is, that it exhibits our 
Lord in His huolan nature, or on the human 
side of I lis person only. Anù, as has bcen 
observed, probably those ,vho urge this objec- 
tion \\Tould follo\v it up by urging that the 
H \vord of truth" is to be "rightly divided," 
that the several parts of religion ought to 
be c-xhibited In their due proportions, that 
the severance of its limbs is fatal to its 
vitality, that the licence to teach half-truths 
is all that Falsehood can desire, and that, in 
point of fact, all the havoc made by Error 
has been effected by the use of this very 
method. 
N o\v the ans\ver to this reasoning, so far as 
it is of a general character, appears to be 
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obvious enough. The teaching of half-truths 
is, indeed, indefensible and mischievous, ,vhen 
they are taught as whole truths. But there 
15 an order and succession in the process 
of instruction: and that \vhich IS not good 
as a resting-place n1ay be excellent and most 
necessary as a stage in an onward Journey. 
I t ,vas not at the commencement of His 
career, but it ,vas on the very evening of His 
passion that our Lord Himself was pleased to 
say to His disciples, tt I have many things to 
say unto you, but ye cannot bear thenl 
now.". Indeed, the negation of this principle 
would throw every established method of ac- 
quiring kno\vledge into confusion, and, if en- 
forced and persevered in, \vould condemn the 


... John xvi. 12. 
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hun1an understanding to a hopcless and Im- 
becile sterility. For the doctrine that all the 
parts of a subject 111ust be prcsented at once 
can only be reduced to practice by excluding 
fro 111 vie\v all that is really elevated and 
advanced, by dwclling pcrpetually In the 
circle of the n1erest rudiments, and by pre- 
senting even these rudinlcnts in forn1s \vhich 
arc at once extravagant and stunted. 
I
et us allo\\', then, that the author of" Ecce 
1101110" approaches the character of our Savi- 
our on its hun1an side cxclusively. This 111ay 
sound as nearly an equivalent to exhibiting 
our Lord only in I lis hun1an nature. The 
difference behveen the hvo "'ill presently, 
perhaps, become more visible. For the pre- 
sent it may be enough to deal \\'ith the 
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objection only In the first-named of these t\vo 
forms. vVhen so stated, the assertion it in- 
volves n1ay be true. But the grave question 
ren1all1S, Is it really a just objection? Can 
no work ,vhich confines itself to approaching 
the character of our Saviour on its human 
side, have its just and proper office in the 
Christian teaching of this or of any period of 
Christian experience? Or \vould it be too 
bold to assert, in direct opposition to such 
an opinion, that, ,vhile such a mode of treat- 
ment is open to no insurmountable pre- 
liminary objection, it is one en1inently suited 
to the religious exigencies of the present 
times? Further still. If it be \vell accom- 
modated to the needs of the tin1e in \vhich 
,ve live, does it purchase that accommodation 
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by the sacrifice of anything ,,,hich more per- 
manent necds ,vould require? Does it In- 
volve a departure from the spirit of the 
original and great E vallgclizl1Jl of the Gospels 
themselves? Nay, does it involve a depar- 
ture from their very form? 
In order to ans\ver these questions aright, 
,ve tnust hUlnbly endeavour to consider ,vhat 
\vas, in fact, according to the Gospels, the 
nlode and process of manifestation chosen in 
order to opcn up the bosom of that ,vhich 
St Paul so freely describes as "the mystery" 
of God, and to introduce to the ,vorld that 
Messiah for \vhom not only the pious and the 
,vorldly among the Hebrews, each according 
to his o\vn conception, ,vere in active long- 
ing, but ,vhom, as ,ve kno,v from heathen 
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sources,* U an ancient and constant opInIon 
rife throughout the East" taught even the 
common run of men to expect. 
For this ,vas no light question. No ques- 
tion of a meteor flitting or flaring across the 
sky, mounting in glare, and then descending 
into gloom. No question of an appeal to the 
rough-and-ready strength of passions and of 
prejudices, \vhich, evoked and organised ,vith 
skill, might have changed the surface, but 
the surface only, of society. The astounding 
fact of the manifestation of the Lord of Glory 
in the veil of human flesh may, and does, 
stagger in some minds the ,vhole faculty of 
belief. Those minds, however, guided by 
equity, \vill admit that if this great Christian 


.. Suelonius, "Life of V espasian," c. 4. 
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postulatc bc sound, Inuch Blust follo\v fron1 
it. For thcn \ve n1ust in reason expcct to 
find, not only an elaborate preparation in the 
outcr ,\.orld for an event ,vhich, by the very 
statement of the terms, dwarfs the din1cnsions 
of every other kno\vn transaction, but like- 
\\rise a most careful adjustn1ent of the 111eans 
by \\yhich, being so vast in itself, it could find 
entrance into the hunlan n1ind and hcart. 
The religion of Christ had to adapt itself to 
the least as ,veIl as to the largest forn1s of 
our life and nature, while its central idea 
,vas in very truth of such a largeness, in com- 
parison to all ,ve are or can be, as to make 
the absolute distance behvcen the greatest of 
human greatness, and the smallest of human 
littleness, sink into insignificance. No more 
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111 the inner than in the outer sphere did 
Christ come among us as a conqueror, mak- 
ing His appeal to force. \""1 e ,vere neither to 
be consumed by the heat of the Divine pre- 
sence, nor ,vere ,ve to be dazzled by its bright- 
ness. God ,vas not in the storm, nor in the 
fire, nor in the flood, but He ,vas in the still 
small voice. This vast treasure ,vas not 
only to be conveyed to us, and to be set 
do,vn as it ,vere at our doors; it ,vas to 
enter into us, to become part of us, and that 
part which should rule the rest; it 'vas to 
assimilate alike \vith the mind and heart of 
every class and description of men. \Vhile, 
as a moral system, it aimed at an entire 
dominion in the heart, this dominion ,vas to 
be founded upon an essential conformity to 
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the ,vhole of our original and true essence. 


I t therefore recognised thc frccdonl of nlan, 


and respected his undcrstanding, evcn ,vhile 


it absolutcly requircd hinl both to lcarn and 


. 
to unlearn so largely; the ,,,hole of the ne\V 


lessons '\
ere founded upon principles that ,verc 


based in the deepest and best regions of his 


nature, and that had the sanction of his 


highest faculties in their n10nlents of calm, 


and in circumstances of in1partiality. The 


,vork ,vas one of restoration, of return, and 


of enlargement, not of innovation. A space 


'\'as to be bridged over, and it ,vas vast: but 


",here all the piers, and every foundation-stone 
of the connecting structure, ,vere to be laid 


In the reason and common sense, In the 


history and experience, of man. 
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This movement, then, ,vas to be a revolu- 


tionary movement, but only in the sense of a 


return from anarchy to order-it ,vas to re- 


constitute society upon that principle of 


obedience to the great Father, and of corres- 


pondence ,vith His ,vill, ,vhich had been 


almost effaced from the high places and fronl 
the outer aspect of the ,vorld, and too 


sorely impaired, even when it lingered here 


and there in sonle shado,vy retreat. But 


,vhile, in this sense, revolutionary as to its 


aim, it ,vas under the strictest restraint as 


to its means. 


It ,vas tender, careful, and 


considerate of all that it found in the ,vorld, 


neither 


(C breakino- 
b 


the 


bruised 


reed," 


nor 


(( quenching the smoking flax," respecting so 


much of it as had any title to respect, and 
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enduring "ith nluch patience, U for the hard- 
ness of their hcarts," all such evils as could 
only have been removcd at the cost of 
introducing greater evils. 
Thcsc conditions of progress ,verc suffi- 
ciently severe. But even these \vere not alL 
Provision had to be made not only for estab- 
lishing aright the relation of Christianity to 
the ,,'orld which it \vas to conqucr, but for 
the subsequent regulation and due balance 
of the internal forces by \\ hich the ne\v com- 
munity \\pas to live and "pork. ,. Other foun- 
dation can no nlan lay than that ,,"hich is 
laid, even Jesus Christ." The basis of the 
kingdom of God \vas to lie in Emmanuel, 
God \vith us, God made man, God in a 
human form, assulned and worn for our 
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sakes. N O\V, this idea \vas not a new onc. 
\Ve kno\v that it ,vas not new to the Jew, 
from the ,vritten promises and narratives of 
the Book of Genesis; from the fourth Figure 
that moved in the fire with the Three Chil- 
dren; from the strain of prophecy; and 
from the oral tradition of the J e\vs. Neither 
,vas it ne\v to the Gentile. The old my- 
thology of Greece, casting .off the \vorship of 
the elements to the right, and animal \vorship 
to the left, had for its central figure, in a 
carnal \vay, that very idea ,vhich the Gospel 
was to revive in a Christian way-namely, 
,vhat IS called anthropomorphism, or the 
humanising of its gods, with the counterpart 
of an equally established deification of its 
heroes. This close union of the hvo worlds 
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and the Ì\\.O llatures had su pplicd the Greek 
pocts ",ith the chief part of their nlaterials, 
and had bccn the inspiring principlc of Greek 
art. N O\V, the fact that both J c\\r and 
Gentile \,,"ere, each in his o,vn \vay, supplicd 
\vith a form ready made (so to speak) in 
the Inind, into ,vhich the idea of a Divine 
Deliverer clad in the flesh nlight drop, while 
on the one hand it gave a facility, on the 
other hand certainly constituted a dangcr, 
to the infant religion. For the rulc itself 
by ,,'hich all "'as to be n1casured had gone 
a\vry; the form or matrix ,vas itself de- 
formed, and In receiving the idea \vas but 
too likely to deprave and distort it. 
This ,vas so In the case of the J e,v, be- 
cause ,vith him Divine dispensations ,vere 
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regarded as fundamentally national; and, 
inasmuch as the foot of the Roman was 
on his neck, the first and leading charac- 
teristic in his idea of the deliverance to be 
wrought by the l\1essiah v{ould naturally be, 
and ,vas, deliverance from the Roman supre- 
macy; restoration to that political liberty 
which the J e,v of our Lord's time-not the 
exceptional, but the ordinary J e,v, not the 
Simeon or the Nathanael, but the Annas 
or the Caiaphas-so incurably believed to 
be his birthright, that he ,vas able, while 
claiming as his o,vn a history ,yhich con- 
tradicted him in every page, to boast be- 
fore our Lord, ",ve ,vere never in bondage 
to any man." * There was a danger that, 
.... John viii. 33. 
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acting in this sense, and accepting the Gospel 


thus conceived, the J e\vs ,yould at once go, 


as it is ,veIl kno,vn that the popular fanati- 


CISlll ,,'ith one or more false 11essiahs did 


go, into fierce collision \vith the }{oman 


government. In this ,yay not only \vould the 


ne\v religion have been exposed to an unequal 


contest of physical strength ,vith the one 


great po\ver of the \vorld, but it ,vould 
have bcen placed In an entirely false posi- 


tion fronl the outset as a kingdom of this 


\vorld, appealing to force and not to reason 


for its Ineans of rule. It may then be said, 


\\'ithout presumption, that a necessity of the 
highest kind existed to make provIsIon 
against that perversIon of the great Gospel 


idea among its ] e\vish recipients \\'hich, to 
C 
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the vulgar eye, to the eye of the great as 
well as the little vulgar, would have seemed 
to be its acceptance, but which would in 
reality have been its utter depravation and 
corruption. 
For reasons entirely different, a process not 
less ruinous. had to be guarded against in 
the case of the Gentile. The theanthropic 
idea, the idea of God made man \vithout 
ceasIng to be God, was, as I have said, 
familiar and, indeed, fundamental to the old 
mythology. But the old mythology, which 
was sadly corrupt and sadly corrupting even 
while it continued to be a religion, had in 
the days of our Saviour ceased to be a re- 
ligion at all. This proposition must be re- 
ceived with some, but not great restraint. 
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Not only under the gross outcr husk of an 
idolatry covcring a land IS it conccivable 
that thcre may be 111 the individ ual 111ind 


kernels of residuary belicf and of hUlnble 
obcdience, but also, ,,,hcn even an idolatrous 
SystClll has ccased to bc rcal for a conl- 
munity at large, yct ,vith rcspcct to snloulder- 
ing sparks of a true religious fire, if ,vc arc 
unable to affirnl that they \viII still exist, 
neither nlust ,,'e venturc to dcny that they 
may. But, as regarded the nlind and thought 
of man at the period of the advent of Christ, 
it is probably little bcyond the nlost literal 
truth to say that the old mythology had, in 
the time of Tibcrius Cæsar, ceased to exist as a 
rcligious po,ver. The Roman letters and philo- 
sophy of that date appear to leave no roonl 
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for doubt on the subject. But if this ,vere 
so, and ,vhen along \vith this there still abode 
in the \vorld the speculative idea of manI- 
festations of God in human form, associated 
at every point, as in the later shapes of the 
n1ythology it \vas associated, ,vith everything 
most foul and loathsome, ho,v terrible ,vould 
have been the consequences, if the tidings of 
this ne\v and greater Epiphany of a Divine 
Person had gone forth, so to speak, pre- 
maturely, that is to say, if our Lord had 
found I-lis ,yay, as under the all-admitting 
system of Roman policy He \vould have 
found His \vay, into the catalogue of ac- 
cepted divinities, before the deep and strong 
and even stern lines had been effectually 
dra\vn, ,vhich \vere to fix an impassable 
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gulf bct,,"ccn Christianity and the virulent 
corruptions that \\'crc no\v in the very heart's 
core of thc popular systcnl, and that it caB1C 
to subdue and to extirpate. It nlay in- 
deed be said \\"ith truth that thc Cruci- 
fixion \vould have been a stumbling-block in 
thc \\"ay of such reception as has bccn here 
supposed. This IS probably truc. That 
scratched caricature \vhich "'as dra\\rn upon 
the ,vall of a vault or chanl ber of the 
Palatine IIill in Ronlc, and by which sonle 
Pagan soldier probably n10ckcd the faith 
of a Christian comradc, illustratcs, nlore 
aptly than could any commentary, the de- 
claration of the Apostle that Christ crucified 
,vas to the Greeks (and the G reeks at this 
period in evcry question of mind led, and 



3 8 


"Ec cE HOMO." 


therefore represent, the Romans) foolishness. 
But the falsified idea of an incarnate God, 
to which reference has been made, might, 
with the full and glorious list of the signs 
and wonders that He did, long before the 
end even of our Lord's brief course, have 
gone forth into the world, and, by its seem- 
Ing coincidence ,vith the old and first 
thought of the Hellenic mythology, have 
\vorked an inextricable confusion, an irrepar- 
able mischief. 
Thus, then, the period of our Lord's COin- 
ing, though it \vas in many points a period 
of advanced civilisation, ,vas one at \vhich 
the \vorld \vas dark, very dark, in regard to 
what constitutes either the abstract truth or 
the practical form of a religion. The pupil 
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of the general eye ""as contractcd; and it 
had to be trained by tinle and care to 


adlnit the light: lnost of all, to bc trained 
so to adn1it it, that thc light, aftcr being 
adn1Ïttcd, should not then become darkness, 


for cc grcat ,vould have bccn that darkness." 
Thcse ideas, ho,vcver, as I have statcd 
thenl, are anticipations only, or sho,vings forth 
of \vhat-\\'ith a vic,v to the utnlost purity 
and durability-Christianity behoved to be. 
Such anticipations are of little moment in 
comparison ,vith the facts, or unless sup- 
ported by thcm. In speaking of the facts, I 
n1ean simply the facts as represented in the 
Gospels. Possibly the language used by the 
author of "Ecce Honlo," In his Preface, 
may have created, and also may even have 
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\varranted, an expectation that he ,vas about 
to undertake an exan1ination of the external 
evidence, and of the critical evidence generally, 
for their authenticity and genuIneness. It 


iinplies no disparagement of that sphere of 
labour, or of those \vho have ,vorked or 
, 
,vho ,york In it, to assert that there IS 


another sphere or office quite distinct from 
it, and perfectly legitimate. I t is to ,veigh, 
not the credentials of the messenger, but the 
nature of the message; to leave for a n10ment 
to others the seal and superscription, and to 
take a glance at the contents; to InquIre 
\vhat may be the n10ral and practical evi- 
dences of truth \vhich they bear upon their 
front. And I cannot but presume to think 
that this IS a business exceedingly Im- 
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portant cvcn in its critical aspect. For thc 
intrinsic nature of the docunlcnts, and of 
the lessons to be derivcd from thCIU, may 
in itself supply the most po\vcrful tcstinlony 
,,'ith regard to their authorship and authority, 
or may, on the other hand, lcave or dis- 
close a gap In that testimony difficult or 
evcn impossible to be filled. 
It IS \\.ell, ho\vever, to renlove out of the 
,yay a prelinlinary barricr in the ,vay of a 
right approach to the question ho\v the char- 
acter of our Saviour is exhibited to us in 
the Gospels. In this country, amidst an in- 
finitude of real blessings and solid privileges, 
,ve have also a fair, and perhaps rather a full, 
proportion of palpable counterfeits, and of 
assumptions that \vill not bear the application 
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V of a moment's thought. For example, because, 
through the mercy of Providence, \ve have a 
perfectly free access to Holy Scripture, \ve 
comfortably assume that \ve are in fact well 
acquainted \vith the sacred pages. And with 
this \ve join another assumption, scarcely less 
comfortable,-namely, that, being thus familiar 
,vith the Bible, \ve have had and have no 
concern ,vith tradition, \vhich, for us, is sup- 
posed to have no existence. But \ve little 
know the breadth of meaning that lies in the 
\vord, or the relation in \vhich \ve each and all 
stand to it. The truth is, that we are all of 
us tradz"tz"o1lers in a degree much greater than 
we think. F e\v, indeed, are there among us 
",hose religious belief and systenl has actually 
been formed either from Scripture as a whole, 
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. 
or cvcn frolll that lin1Íted and singularly pre- 


cious portion of it \vith \vhich alone ,,"C are 


at this nl0nlcnt conccrned. \Vhat \ve suppose 


to bc fron1 Scripture is really, as a general 


rule, from the catechism, or the schoohnaster, 


or the preacher, or the school of thought in 


immediate contact \\'Íth which \ve have been 


brought up; or, pcrhaps, it has conle fronl 


the pastor or fronl the parent, and in sonle 


happy cases by the living and affectionate 


contact of mind \vith nlind. But even then 


it has becn tradition; that is to say, the 


dclivery by them to us of truth in a form in 


\vhich they possessed it. and in a form \vhich 


they deemed the best for us. No,," suppose 
they \vere right in the choice of that form, still 
it does not follo\v that \vhat is no\v the best 
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for us, after Christianity has been rooted in 
the \vorld for nearly t\vo thousand years, \vas 
also the best shape and the best order of in- 
struction for those to ,vhom it \vas a novelty, 
and who ,vere to be its first propagators, as 
\vell as its first receivers. 
Even ,vi thin the compass of the Ne\v Testa- 
ment we see the Christian system presented 
in various stages of development by its various 
books, to those for ,vhom they ,vere originally 
intended. One of these, the earliest, is ex- 
hibited to us by the three first, or, as they 
are no,v commonly and conveniently termed, 
the Synoptical Gospels. Another by the Acts 
of the Apostles-a book in ,vhich \ve find our 
religio!l advanced to the stage of corporate 
or collective action. \Ve find here the first 
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fornl of that great society, thc Church, ,vhich, 
undcr the name of the I(ingdom of I-Ieavcn, 
our Lord had Ilimsclf, not establishcd, but 
predicted. The two rClllaining stages arc re- 
presentcd by the Gospcl of St John and the 
apostolical Epistles respectively. As bet\veen 
these it is not no,v necessary to considcr the 
question of priority. The one nlay be re- 
garded as crowning the Synoptical Gospels, 


and the other the ..A.cts of the Apostles. 
For the a postolical E pistlcs, together ,vith 
the Apocalypse, both cxhibit III detail the 


nature and \\10rkings of the Christian society, 
and supply the most comprehensive model of 
that practical instruction ,yhich ,vas given by 
the earliest and greatest fathers of the Church. 
The Gospel of St John, on the other hand, 
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supplies a fourth biography of our Lord. It 
,vas certainly given to the Church, accord- 
ing to the general judgment of Christendon1, 
after the three other Gospels; and it also 
presents the teaching of our Saviour under 
a ne,v aspect, much more doctrinal, and also 
more abstract, than that ,vhich it bears in the 
works of the Synoptical \vriters, to whose 
compositions it adds little In matters of fact, 
unless when special teaching ,vas connected 
with them, or when, as in the t\VO closing 
chapters, the Evangelist had to record Clr- 
cunlstances inln1ediately connected \vith the 
foundation of the Church. In this simple 
description, I seek to avoid \vholly the con- 
troverted questions ,vhether this was a sup- 
plementary Gospel, intended by its author to 
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fill up ,vhat his predeccssors had lcft unsup- 
plied of the history of our Lord's life; or 
whether it ,vas a polemical Gospel, \\rrittcn for 
the confutation of heresies then already bud- 
ding in the Church; or ,vhether its ainl ,vas 
one purely didactic, but ,vith vie,vs more con}- 
prehensive and profound than those of thè 
preceding Evangelists; or In \vhat propor- 
tions and modes either or all of these pur- 
poses may have been combined in its conl- 
position. 
It is quite enough for the present purpose 
to refer to a matter of fact \vhich cannot bc 
confuted, though it may be, and has becn, 
exaggerated, namely this-that there IS a 
difference bet\veen the general strain of thc 
Synoptical Evangelists (so far as it is common 
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to the three) and of the fourth, and that this 
difference consists in a greater development, 
in deeper soundings, in a higher elevation. 
M. Renan, in his \vork on the Life of 
Christ, \vhich he himself ingenuously declares 
to be the production of one who is not, 
though he has been, in the ordinary sense, 
a believer,* and \vhich some persons have, 
as I think most unaptly, compared ,vith thè 
"Ecce Homo," treats this difference as de- 
structive of the truthfulness either of the 
earlier or of the later picture. To my mind, 
though there is no real difficulty in either, the 
notable reciprocal correspondence of the first 
three Evangelists ,vould seem quite as apt to 
suggest SUspIcIon as the marked distinctions 



; "Vie de J ésus," Introduction, p. 1 viii. 
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of the fourth. Of the fact therc can be no 


qucstion. 


It has, if I nlistakc not, becn 


pointcdly noticed by Colcridge; on "'hose re- 
fined and pcnetrating mind the Gospcl of St 


] ohn exerciscd a nlost happy influence III 


brincrin a hinl to the bclief of the acce p ted 
b b 


Christian doctrine. But ,,'hy should it bc in- 


credible, or even strange, that of any teaching 


,,"hatever, much more then of such marvellous 


teaching as our Lord's, some elCl1lcllts should 


pass nlorc easily into some minds, and others 


into other nlinds of a different complexion or 


affinity? The disciple ,,'hom Jesus loved has 
gIven us the fullest and deepest picture of His 


love, and together ,vith His love, of Iris Per- 


son. But it has been justly remarked by 
Dean Alford that there are scattel cd over the 
D 
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pages of the Synoptics a certain nun1ber of 
passages, which are in precise correspondence 
with the general strain of St John. And it 
cannot be too carefully borne in mind, that 
while St John discloses to us a more il1\vard 
aspect of the doctrine of our Lord, and sup- 
plies many propositions that we could not 
directly gather from his predecessors, the 
moral and practical bearings of the Four 
Evangelists are in close and thorough corres- 
pondence. They have the very same ethical 
basis, and they go to produce the very san1e 
frame of mind and course of action; and 
by this very fact, the case of the Gospels is 
for ever separated from any true analogy 
with the rival representations of Socrates in 
the works of Plato and of Xenophon respec- 
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tively, ,\'here the ethical bearings of the two 
systems appear to be ,videly different, if not 
altogether irreconcilable. But I have, pcr- 
haps, pursued too long this interesting sub- 
ject, of ,vhich a fuller developn1cnt \vould 
on this occasion be out of place. 
It is enough for us to perceive that the 
communication of our Lord's life, discourses, 
and actions to believers, by means of the four 
Gospels ,vas so arranged, in the order of God's 
providence, that they should be first supplied 
"ith biographies of Him ,,,hich have for their 
staple His n1iracles and Iris ethical teachinf;. 
,vhile the mere doctrinal and abstract portion 
of His instructions ,vas a later addition to the 
patrimony of the Christian Church. So far as 
it goes, such a fact may serve to raIse pre- 
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sumptions in favour of the author of "Ecce 
Homo," inasmuch as he is principally charged 
,vith this, that he has not put into his fore- 
ground the full splendour and majesty of the 
Redeemer about whom he writes. If this be 
true of him, it is true also thus far of the 
Gospels. 
But no\v let us carry the investigation 
further. Let us pass from the biographies to 
the life-from the picture to the Person; and 
let us inquire whether in any and in \vhat 
degree it is true that the method pursued also 
by Him, and if so then the method which an 
absolute and perfect \visdom prompted, ,vas a 
method of graduation, a method in ,vhich the 
great Christian ideas were presented not simul- 
taneously, nor in a mass, but with a certain suc- 
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cession, and a studied order. I f so, and if ".e 


can find ,,,,hat it \\'as, and if ".C can also, in 


some slight degrce, perccivc the advantages it 


reccived and the dangcrs it avoided, "'C shall 


derive from our humble labour ne,v causc for 


thankfulncss and nc\v grounds for contcnl- 


plating ,,'ith revcrence and adoration the 


providcntial action of the l\Iost IIigh. 


Thus far, then, I have endeavoured to sho\v 


that the nlethod and order of religious teach- 


ing n1ay vary, as beÌ\\'een the period of first 


introduction, on the one hand, and of estab- 


lished possession and hereditary transmission 


on the other; that there ,vcrc reasons In the 


state of the ,,,"orld at the period of the 


. 
Advent for a careful and dclicate regulation 


of the approaches for the ne,v religion to 
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the mind of man; and that In the matter 
and succession of the Gospels \ve may find 
a. succinct testimony to this system of pro- 
vidential adjustment. 
I t will remain principally to examIne hovv 
far the manner, in ,vhich the author of "Ecce 
Homo" exhibits the picture of our Lord, 
finds analogies and support In His o,vn 
method of teaching; and ho,v far the re- 
currence to such a nlethod in such a work 
is well or ill adapted to the needs of the 
time in ,vhich we live. 
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\VE have now to inquire, what was 
the order or economy observed by the 


Saviour in nlaking kno,,"n to the ,vorld the 


religion He had conle on earth to found. 


That religion is, indeed, ,summed up In IIis 
0\\9n Person. 1\1. Renan has told us a truth '\"e 


should hardly have expected to hear from 


him. "He did not preach I I is opinions: I Ie" 
preached Himself.". In yet fe\ver ,vords- 


* "\ïe de J ésus," p. 7 6 . 



56 


" E C C E H 0 l\I O. " 


Christianity is Christ. St John did not teach 
rhetorically, \vhen he delivered the two-edged 
saying: "Every spirit that confesseth that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is of God: 
and every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh, is not of God." * 
But true as this is of the faith full formed and 
born into the world, it is not in just the same 
manner true of the embryo. We must go back 
from the language to the alphabet of religion; 
and must observe in what shape and order the 
Master conveyed the first elements of divine 
kno\,rledge to the stammering lips of a blind 
and be\vildered race. And many, perhaps, 
among those to \VhOnl the subject may be 
new, \vill be struck with the reserve and limita- 


* I John iv. 2, 3. 
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tion that attends the teaching of our Lord, as 
reported by the Synoptical E\rangc1ists, in 
regard to the central and fundaIuental doc- 
trine concerning I I is O\V11 Person. 
Let us procced to exanline the question 
briefly under each of the follo\ving heads :- 


I. The personal history of our Lord as 
given in the first thrcc Gospcls. 
2. The discourses of the first three Gos- 
pels: and ccrtain summaries given in them 
of our Lord's teaching. 
3. The in j unctions often delivered to those 
\vho had been the subjects or ,vitnesses of 
miraculous cure or relief. 
4. The method of teaching by parable. 
5. The commissions or charges given to the 
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t\velve Apostles, and to the seventy dis- 
ciples. 
6. The distribution of doctrinal teaching In 
the Gospel of St John. 
Those portions of the narrative in the Sy- 
noptical Gospels, ,vhich principally bear upon 
the Divinity of our Lord, refer to matter which 
formed, it ,vill be found, no part of His public 


ministry. Such are the account of His birth 
and infancy in the first Ì\vo chapters of St 
Matthe\v, and the first t,vo chapters of St 


Luke: the Baptism, as it is recorded in the 
third chapter of St Matthew", the first of St 
Mark, and the third of St Luke; the Tempta- 
tion, in the fourth of St Matthew, and the 
fourth of St Luke: and the Transfiguration, in 
the seventeenth of St l\1atthew, and the ninth 
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of St l\lark and St Luke respectively. N O\V 


of these great occasions, not so lnuch as onc 


appears to have been kno\\'n evcn to the ,vhole 
of the Apostles at the tilne of its occurrence. 
The birth and infancy speak for themselves. 
The baptism seems to have preccded thc 


calling of the very earliest al1l0ng them.* 


The temptation ,vas a part of that mysterious 


training of the Saviour, in ,vhich He trod the 


,vine-press alone, and none could share ,vith 


IIim. Lastly, the transfiguration ,vas reserved 


for the three leading Apostles, St Peter, St 
J ames, and St John; and ,ve are told that 


" Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision 


* Cf. Mark i. 16. And observe that St Peter (2 Ep. chap. i. 
verso 16-18), establishing his own authority as a witness, refers 
only to the voice at the Transfiguration, and not to the voice 
at the Baptism. 
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to no man, until the Son of l\1an be risen again 
from the dead." * This injunction is most of 
all remarkable ,vhen \ve call to tnind that it 
excluded from kno,vledge of the event the 
nine remaining Apostles, besides the Mother 
and the nearest relatives of Christ. And ,ve 
happen to kno\v that it ,vas obeyed: for says 
St Luke, "They kept it close, and told no 
tnan in those days any of those things \vhich 
they had seen." t Until after the transfigura- 
tion, that is, until a some,vhat advanced period 
of our Saviour's ministry, He does not appear 
to have predicted or indicated to them In any 
manner His own impending death. The full 
and glowing confession of Him by St Peter as 
the Son of the living God, has all the appear- 


* :Matt. xvii. 9 ; l\Iark ix. 9. 


t Luke ix. 36. 
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ance of a great progressIon nc,dy achieved 
in that ardent soul; and it ,vas nlct accord- 
ingly by a re\yard in the famous announce- 
nlent of 11att. xvi. 17- I 9. But this rcn1arkable 
confession ,vas not yet to be given to the 
,vorld. For the Evangelist procccds to say, 
"Thcn charged I Ie I lis disciplcs that they 
should tell no nlan that lIe ,vas J csus the 
Christ." · 
No doubt the cntry into J crusalcnl on the 
day of Palnls "'as a very solenln and very 
suggestive assu111ption of the character of 
l\lessiahship; but it belongs rather to the 
Passion than the Life: it is the beginning of 
the end, the opening act of the closing 5cenc. 
If \\'e pass on from the great events of our 


* 
Iatt. >..vÏ. 20. 
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Lord's personal history to His teachings, as 
recorded in His discourses and sayings by 
the Synoptic ,vriters, \ve shall find that they, 
too, are remarkable for the general absence 
of direct reference to His Divinity, and, in- 
deed, to the dignity of His Person alto- 
gether. 
The very first notice of our Saviour's teach- 
ing by St Matthew, gives us to understand 
that He began His ministry by simply echoing 
the ,vords of the Forerunner, St John Baptist: 
" Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.". And \vhen He unfolded the true 
meaning of that ,vide and deep ,vord, "Repent," 
in the Sermon on the l\10unt, He asserted, 
indeed, His own authority as a teacher, His 


* Matt. iv. 17 ; compo iiL 2. 
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title to be heard, ,vhatever the seen1ing relation 
of His teaching to the established traditional 
lore and to be heard ,vithout appeal: but 
He asserted nothing nlore. And even 
this ,vas done by in1plication only; not 
dogmatically. \Vhile IIis precepts are sus- 
tained by the assumption of authority, and 
this assunlption in its turn is (so to speak) 
buttressed by His nliracles, He makes as yet 
no separate clainl to the reception or recog- 
nition of IIimself, and lIe tells no tale about 
Hinlself. In a \vord, for the time, I-Ie Himself, 
as apart from His sayings, is no\vhere. In the 
\veighty and even a\vful comparisons \\,ith the 
house upon the rock, and the ]10use upon the 
sand, ,vhich form the climax of the discourse, 
the cases \vhich they illustrate are those of the 
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man who receives, and the man ,vho does not 
receive, His sayings, not His Person. It is 
only in the tenth chapter that ,ve find even an 
allusion to the reception of Himself-" He 
that receiveth you receiveth me: and he tllat 
l'ccci'l'ctlt 11lC receivetlt HÙn that scnt 1JlC." * And 
this is in an address to His disciples, not in 
a discourse to the people. To them He is for 
the present more like \vhat His ministers are 
now. He is a messenger, and His only present 
concern is about His message, His only pre- 
sent duty to carry and deliver it to those for 
whom it is intended. He has not yet told the 
multitude that He is the Son of God: He 
speaks of "your" Father, and "thy" Father, 
not, as aftenvards, or else\vhere, of "my 
* l\latt. x. 40. 



THE THREE FIRST EVANGELISTS. 65 


Father.". He has not yet told them I Ie is the 


Son of !\'1an, in that pre-eminent sense ,vhich 


\\'as to connect JIin1 \\,ith the JIouse of David, 


and to make Hiln the IIeir of the promIses, 


and the representative of the racc. Yet in 


the nlidst of this remarkable abstention, I Ie 


laid by that discourse the foundations of a 


nlorality far transcending the rarest and the 


best anlong all the rare or good of ,vhat had 


yet been delivered to mankind; and thus lIe 


set about constructing, as it ,vcre, the strong 


and stable pedestal, on ,,,hich thereafter I I is 


o\vn glorious image might be securely raised, 


and exhibited for the ,vorship of the \vorld. 
St l\Iark t gives an account, almost verballr 


* 'Vith one exception only, near the close (::\fatt. vii. 2r), not 
found in St Luke. t :\Iark i. 15. 
E 
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the same with St Matthew's, of the opening of 
our Lord's ministry. St Luke seenlS to pass 
by what they have recorded, and commences 
his narrative \vith the reading, in the syna- 
gogue at Nazareth, of the prophecy: " The 
Spirit of the Lord IS upon me, because He 
hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to 
the poor; He hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty them that are bruised, to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord."* On which 
His only comment was, "This day is this 
Scripture fulfilled in your ears." This IS a 
clear and undeniable declaration of His claim 
to be a Teacher sent from God, and of certain 


* Luke iv. 18, 19, 21. 
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strongly-nlarked nloral results, \"hich \vcre to 
be, not the consequence only, but also the proof 
of J lis nlission. "The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, be calise He hath appointcd nle" to 
convey the blessings beforc enumerated. Yet 
hcre '''e find, not alone that He keeps .silence 
on the subject of I lis Deity, but that even for 
His claim to Divine sanction and inspiration 
I--Ie appeals to results. Nor \vas this principle 
less rcmarkably exemplificd in the ans\ver 
,\'hich lie gave to the disciples of John, "'hen 
they asked Him, (\vhether it ,vas in their o\vn 
nanle or in his need not no\v be inquired..) 
It Art thou He that should come, or do 've 
look for another?" \Yhereupon He replies, 
not by an arbitrary ipse dico, an unsustained 
assertion of His o\vn l\Iessiahship: all such, 
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as \ve presently find, He rebuked when 
He said, " If I bear vvitness of myself, 
my witness is not true." * N either did He 
reply by an argument resting only or mainly 
upon the power \vhich marked His acts, 
but upon a paramount regard to their bene- 
ficent and loving character, upon His care 
for the lo\vly, and His constant ,var against 
the mass of suffering in the world, to hem it 
\vithin narrower and yet narro\ver bounds. 
"Go and show John again those things which 
ye do hear and see: The blind receive their 
sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised up, and the poor have the Gospel 
preached to them." t On these premises rests 


* John v. 31. 


t Matt. xi. 4, 5. 
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the seq ucl: tt 
\nd blcssed is he, \\"hosoever shall 
not be offcnded in ll1e.". Truly this ,vas thc 
cro\vn of the Lord's humility, that lIe ,vas 
content in this lo,vly ,vise to solicit, through 
the assent of our understanding, the allegiance 
\vhich lIe ".as entith.:d, as Creator and l\laster, 
to command. Rut in that hun1Ïlity did there 
not lie the \visdom of the l\Iaster Builder, ,vho 
proceeded precept upon precept, line upon line ; 
\vho ,vas minded to set, each 
n their propcr 
place and degree, the stones of the spiritual tenl- 
pie, so that tt the \\,hole body" n1Ïght be ct fitly 
joined together and con1pacted by that ,vhich 
every joint supplieth, according to the effectual 
\vorking in the measure of every part?" t 
Thus far ,,"hat ,ve seem to see is almost a 


* :!\Iatt. ),.i. 6. 


t Eph. iv. 16. 
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total suppression of the personality of our Lord 
in His oral teaching, except upon the single 
point, ,vhich was essential to His purpose fron1 
the first, that He should not descend into the 
arena of mere argumentative disputes ,vith ad- 
versarIes, but should assume authority. This 
claim is involved in the \"hole strain even of 
the Sermon on the l\Iount, which is couched in 
the language of command, and of inappellable 
assumption of His right. It is repeated as 
òften as \ve find the \vords, "I say unto you." 
But it seems, independently even of His \vords, 
to have been expressed also in His manner, 
to have been made legible in the midst of all 
His meekness. I t is not only n1entioned by 
St Matthew * at the close of the Sermon on 


* Matt. vii. 28. 
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the l\Iount, btIt it is also recorded by St l\fark 
in a place ,\Thcre that Evangclist gives not 
even a hint as to the nlatter of Iris teaching. 
"He entered into the synagogue and taught. 
And they ,vere astonished at J I is doctrine: for 
He taught them as one having authority, and 
not as the Scribes." - Beyond telling them 
this of IIimself, ,ve may thus far say, He 
told theln nothing. I Ie set a picture before 
their eyes: lIe left them to be the judges, by 
the composition, the dra\ving, and the colour, 
from ,vhose hand it came. 
Yet even of IIis ,york, as distinguished from 
His person, He did not, to all eyes, exhibit 
the \vhole. Though the general rule ,vas a 
free exhibition by our Lord of His miraculous 


* 
Iark i. 21, 22. 
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powers, yet when in the case of the daughter 
of the ruler J airus,* He proceeded to exercise 
them in a conquest over death, only the three 
preferred Apostles \vere allo\ved to be wit- 
nesses, together with the parents of the maiden, 
to this exercise of His might; the people 
having been put forth. On the parents He laid 
the charge, "that they should tell no man 
what was done." There was but one other 
occasion, until close upon the end of His 
career, when He exercised a like power: 
namely, the case of the widow of N ain. 
We have now seen ho,v in one great miracle 
in which He set Hilnself against the last 
enemy, He had cast a veil over the exercise 
of His po,ver, and had told it only as a man 


... :Matt. ix. 25 ; Luke ix. 5 I, 58. 


.t 
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tells a secret to a fc\v. But this rescrvc ex- 
tends much farther. On the Gentile centurion, 
indecd, ,vhose faith Ill: so greatly conlnlends, 
and ,vhose servant lIe healed, I Ie laiù no in- 
j unction of secrccy. There ,vas no fear that 
a good soldier of the H..onlan arnlY ,voulJ 
fall into the 
nare that bcset the I Iebrc,v, or 
\vould clutch at the idea of a carnal or poli- 
tical l\Iessiahship. Other considerations Inay 
havc borne upon the case. The preparation 


of the centurion's Inind, it IS evident, 'vas 
grcatl y advanccd ; and perhaps ,ve shall be 
right In thinking that such an one could bc 
trusted, ,vhile others could not, to make a 


judicious and discriminating use of the ,von- 
der he had seen. On the evil spirits, ,vho 
'.' believed and trembled," ,ve are told that 



. 
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He laid an injunction that they should not 
bear ,vitness to Him. Even the proclamation 
of the truth ,vas not to proceed from the 
tainted source of a rebellious 'v ill and intelli- 
gence. U And He healed many that ,vere sick 
of divers diseases, and cast out many devils: 
and He suffered not the devils to speak, be- 
cause they kne\v Him.". Kno\ving Him, they 
kne,v that He \vas God as \vell as man; and 
not even [rom His own lips had this truth yet 
proceeded in H is popular teaching throughout 
the land. On men, too, He had In many 
cases laid similar commands. For example: 
in the first miracle recorded by the first 
Evangelist ,ve find these words: "See thou 
tell no man: but go thy way, sho,v thyself 


* 
fark i. 34- In Luke iv. 41, is an equivalent declaration. ' 
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to the priest, and offer thc gift that l\Ioses 
cOlunlanded for a testimony unto them.". 
Of course it is not meant to be asserted 
that our Lord's llliracles \vcre gencrally sccret. 
For ,vhere would thcn have been that sad respon- 
sibility of Capernaum and Chorazin and Beth- 
saida, ,vhich gave them a place before Sodonl 
and Gomorrah on the a,vful roll of the divine 
judgment? The rule of the miracles \vas pub- 
licity; but the exceptions to the rule are re- 
markable, and seem to Inark out clearly the 
bounds ,,'ithin which they \vere meant to 
operate. \Vithout doubt, as ,ve kno,v from 
a nlultitude of passages of Scripture, not less 
than from the reason of the case, they \vere 
n1eant to produce in all men the conviction 


* :\htt. viii. 4. 
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so ,veIl expressed by Nicodemus: "Rabbi, 
\ve kno\v that thou art a teacher come from 
God: for no man can do these miracles that 
thou doest, except God be ,vith hiJ?" * The 
purpose of the exhibition of miraculous po\vers 
seems to have been to produce this very con- 
viction; and perhaps it was, in the first instance, 
to produce nothing more. Rapidity of move- 
ment ,vas no part of the providential design. 
Like the seed to which Christ himself compares 
the Gospel, all the early stages of its life \vere 
to be silent and to be slo\\T. Gradually to lay a 
broad basis of such evidence as ought through 
all time to satisfy the reason and the heart of 
mankind, seems to have been the obj ect ,vith 
\vhich our Saviour wrought. The general, if he 


· J olm iii. 2. 
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be a good genera
, and has his choice, ,viII dis- 
play his ,,,hole army on the battIe-ficld before 
any portion of it begins to fight. The hot and 
fierce assent of a fe\v enthusiasts nlight doubt- 
lcss have becn had on easy terms: like a fire 
of stra,v, conle and gonc in a moment, and 
leaving neither light nor \\'armth bchind. l\rc 
any startled at the idea that our Lord's first 
object Inay have been in the n1ain limited to 
fixing well in the nlinds of IIis hearers the 
belief in H is divine mission only? \ Vill they 
say in ans,ver, that by His reply to the con- 
fession of Nicodemus lIe emphatically teaches 
that ruler the insufficiency of the belief to ,vhich 
that ruler had attained? Ii'or the ans,ver of 
Christ is not a commendation or an acquI- 
escence, but a solemn monition: u Verily, verily, 
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I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.". As 
much as to say, "It is not enough that you 
have examined my credentials, and that, ap- 
proving them, you o\vn me as a teacher carry- 
ing a commission from on high. You must 
accept deeper results of my mission than any 
you have yet thought of, and must give your 
nlind and spirit to be translated into the region 
of a ne\v and better life." Such is, I suppose, 
an approximation to the sense of our Lord's 
reply. The confession, then, of Nicodemus \vas 
insufficient. But so is the first step of a flight 
,vithout those that are to carry us on,vard to 
the level above; yet the laying ,yell and solidly 
the first steps ,vithout any visible regard to 
it John iii. 3. 
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those that are to follo\v, may be the ,yay, and 
the only ,vay, to construct a practicable and 
durable ascent. 
There is, ho\vever,. a peculiar delicacy, if this 
phrase may be allo\ved, in this ll1ethod of pro- 
cedure adopted by the Great Teacher. Along 
\vith that element of supcrhun1an po\ver \vhich 
,vas to establish a superhuman origin for IIis 
mission, there \vas conlbined a certain character 
of love, of pity, of ull\vearying help, of tender 
and ,yatchful care, \yhich is to be read in the 
deeds of our Lord from first to last; the 
only hvo exceptions, ,vhich may have had ex- 
cellent reasons of thcir o\\'n, being those of the 
fig-tree and the s,vine; exceptions not touching 
the race of man. N ow the gross and carnal 
temper in man is far more easily caGght by 
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po\ver than by love. To a certain extent, then, 
the display of po,ver, intended to show that 
Christ had come from God to carry us back 
along with Himself to God, tended to counter- 
act that very object, if it should relatively lower 
in our minds the force of the attraction of love; 
if, of the two great functions of Deity exhibited 
in the miracles, the one which ,vas more splen- 
did and imposing should eclipse the one more 
modest, but more precious and more authentic. 
Hence, perhaps, it is that \ve find a certain 
veiling of the power that was in Christ, by 
these reserves and injunctions of secrecy. In 
the rude repetition of the miracles from mQuth 
to mouth, they would have fared as the picture 
of some great artist fares 'v hen it is copied at 
second, third, and fourth hand: the finer and 
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decper graces disappear; the clothing of the 


idea disappears, and only a coarse outline sur- 


vives. And so it really seems as if our Saviour 


had desired to place considerable checks on 


the circulation of mere report concerning the 


Iniracles; and in lieu of its confused and be- 


"yildering echoes, to trust rather to each man's 


seeing for himself, and thcn calmly reflecting- 


on so Illuch as he had seen. 


\Vhat \\re have thus far observed In the dis- 


courses and the miracles, ,\re shall further see 


in ,yhat still rcn1ains to bc surveyed of our 


Saviour's pastoral career. Let us try next the 


Parables. It is not necessary here to d\\rell on 


the characteristics of this method of teaching; 


to sho\v ho\v they ".in a ""ay into the ,villing 


soul; how', ,vaiving immediate and striking 
F 
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effects, they provide the means of illumination 
for the meditative mind as the sense of the 
allegory gradually opens on it; ho\v they sup- 
ply the indolent ,vith an excuse for his indol- 
ence, and, as if it \vere judicially, exasperate 
the contempt and aversion of the proud. But 
there is another characteristic of the Parables, 
,vhich appears to be strictly germane to the 
purpose of these remarks. In all of the greater 
ones, ,vhich present their subject in detail, He 
himself, ,vhen they are interpreted, fills a much 
higher place than that simply of a teacher 
divinely accredited. They all shado\v forth a 
dispensation, ,vhich, in all its parts, stands re- 
lated to, and dependent on, a central figure; 
and that central figure is, in every case but t\VO, 
our Saviour Himself.. He is the Sower of the 
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seed, the Owner of the vineyard, the House- 
holder in ,vhose field of \vheat the cnenlY inter- 
mixed the tares, the Lord of the unforgiving 
servant, the N oblcnlan ,\.ho ,,'cnt into a far 
country and gave out thc talcnts and said, 
" Occupy till I come;" lastly, the Bridegroom 
among the virgins, ,\ ise and foolish. In cvcry 
one of these, our Saviour appears in thc atti- 
tude of kingship. He rules, directs, and fur- 
nishes all; fIe punishes and re\vards. Every 
one of these, ,vhen the sense is fully appre- 
hended, repeats, as it ,vcrc, or anticipates the 
procession of the day of J>alnls, and asserts 
His title to dominion. They must be con- 
sidcred, surely, as very nearly akin, if they are 
not more than nearly "akin, to declarations of 
His Deity. T\vo others there are \vhich have 
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not yet been mentioned. One is the parable 
of the householder, ,vhO' planted a vineyard and 
,vent into a far country, and sent his servants 
to receive his share of the produce. In this 
parable our Lord is not the master, but the 
master's heir, the person \vhose the vineyard 
is to be, and \vho, being sent to perform the 
office in \vhich the other messengers had failed, 
is put to death, by the cruel and contumacious 
tenants. * But this parable, if it sets forth 
something less than His kingship, also sets 
forth much more, and embodies the great mys- 
tery of His death by ,vicked hands. There is 
also the parable of a certain king, ,vhich made 
a marriage for his son: t a relation ,vhich in- 
volves far more, than had commonly been ex- 


*' 1\iatt. xxi. 


t l\Iatt. xxii. I. 
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pressed in the direct teaching. Upon the 
,,"holc, then, the proposition ,vill stand good 
that these parables differ fronl, and are in ad- 
vance of, the general instruction respecting the 
person of the Redeemcr in the three Synoptic 
Gospels, and place IIinl in a rank ,vholly above 
that of a mere teacher, ho,\"ever true and holy. 
Thcy set forth that diffcrencc fronl previous 
prophcts and agents of the Almighty, ,vhich 
has been noticed by the Apostle to the He- 
bre,vs, ,vhere he says that ":\loses vcrily ,\'as 
faithful in all his house as a servant; but Christ 
as a son, over His o,vn housc.". N 0\\', we 
have to sum up this branch of the inquiry ,vith 
observing that, in that very chapter of instruc- 
tion ,vhere thc proper dignity and ,veight .of 


* Heb. iii. 
, 6. 
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the Redeemer in one of His high offices, 
namely, as a IZing, begin to be significantly 
conveyed, there is a veil interposed, as if to 
cast the scene into shadov{. The truth is 
there; but it ceases to thrust itself upon the 
mind, and stands rather as the re,vard to be 
obtained in after-thought by a docile atten- 
tion. 
Upon the field, then, \vhich we are no\v 
examining, our Lord does not so much teach 
Himself, as prepare the \vay for the teaching 
of Himself, and act once more, though from a 
different point, and in a ne,v relation, the part 
of His O'vn forerunner. There is yet another 
portion of that field, upon ,yhich \ve have to 
cast a glance. During the bricf course of His 
own ministry, our Saviour gave a con1mission 
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to IIis twelve Apostles, and like,visc one to 
the scventy disciples. Each ,vent forth ,vith a 
separate set of full and clear instructions. Thc 
con1mission to the T\\.el ve ,vill be found 1110St 
fully given in the tenth chapter of St l\Iatthe\v : 
that to the Seventy in the tenth of St Luke. 
J n conformity ,vith ,vhat ,ve have alrcady 
seen, both are silent in respect to the Person 
of our Lord. They seem to aim at repro- 
ducing in miniature IIis o\vn ministry. To 
the Apostles He says, "Preach, saying, The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, 
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out 
devils.". To the disciples lIe says, cc Heal 
the sick that are therein, and say unto them, 
The kin-gdom of God is come nigh unto 


* 
latt. x. 7, 8. 
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The announcement of a society, 


not founded, but about to be founded 
upon earth, the obligation of the hearer 
to be Ii eve 111 \v hat IS announced, t the 


exhibition of \vorks of relief and love, that 


love taking effect through a preternatural ex- 


ercise of po\ver,-here is the Gospel as it \vas 


ordered to be preached by the follo,vers of 


our Lord during His lifetime, and before He 
had begun to open, even to the T,velve, the 
a\vful picture of His coming death.! Notable, 


indeed, is the difference, it might almost be 


said the contrast, between these commissions, 


and those ,vhich \vere given after the resurrec- 


tion, as they are related in St IVlatthe\v xxviii. 


18-20; St Mark xvi. 15-18; St Luke xxiv. 


-I\- Luke x. 9. .
 :\iatt. x. 33; Luke x. 10-16. ::: l\latt. xvi. 21. 
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45-49; St John xx. 21- 2 3, and XXI. 15- 1 7. 
In these lattcr commissions, the Person of 
Christ has emergcd in all its grandeur, [roD1 
the shado,v to the foreground: it is IIis po\vcr 
that is given ovcr to thenl, into IIi In thcy arc 
to baptize, in l-lis nanle thcy arc to prcach 
repentance and rcnlission of sins. 
To SUln up, thcn; thcrc ,\'as a twilight 
before thc da\vn, and a da,vn before the 
Inorning, and a morning before the day. 
The contrast bet\veen the t\\yo classes of 
comnlissions, that ,ve have just seen, rc- 
ceives its most vivid illustration on the day 
of Pentecost, ,vhich may perhaps not unfitly 
be termed the birthday of the Church. This 
contrast is really a proof, not of dissonances 
in the Divine counsels, but of an harmonious 
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and adapted progressIon in their develop- 
nlent, and thus of their essential and steady 
oneness of design. During our Lord's life, 
the buhvarks of the kingdom of evil were 
being smitten again and again by constant 
exhibitions of His command over the seen 
and unseen \vodels; and its foundations \vere 
being sapped by the \vinning force of His 
benevolence and love. Even before this 
,york approached its npeness, He cried, in 
prophetic anticipation of His triumph, "I 
beheld Satan like lightning fall from 


heaven.". \Vhen He had died, and rIsen, 
and ascended, then the undermining pro- 
cess 'was complete; and the rushing nOIse 
of Pentecost t ,vas like the trumpet-blast 


ill' Luke x. 18. 


t Acts ii. 2. 
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about the ,valls of Jericho, ,vhen "the ,vall 
fell do,\'n flat, so that the pcople \vcnt up 
into the city, every man straight bcforc hinl; 
and they took the city."* 
I t is tinlc, ho\vevcr, to turn to a brief 
consideration of the question, ho\v far this 
representation is set aside or nlodified by 
the contents of the Gospel of St John. .L\nd 
here I venture on this gcncral proposition: 
that, transcendent as is thc elevation, and 
inestinlable as is the value of the contcnts, 
of that Gospel, it is the ,vorks of the three 
Synoptical ,vriters, and not the Gospel of St 
John, ,vhich exhibit to us, so far as a j udg- 
ment can be formed, the ordinary and aver- 
age tenor of our Saviour's life. and the true 


* J o'ìhua yi. 20. 
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picture of its daily exhibition to the \vorld. 
Let this assertion be substantially if rudely 
tested by a brief glance at the structure of 
that Gospel. Of the general character, ho\v- 
ever, of our Lord's teaching contained in it, so 
much as this may, perhaps, be said by \vay 
of preface. I t appears as if our Lord com- 
monly \vas employed in those kinds of ,vord 
and deed \vhich, repeated in substance over 
and over agaIn In a large number of places, 
and before great multitudes of witnesses, 
,vere to constitute the main ground of His 
appeal to the conscience of the \vorld, and 
the first basis of the general belief in Him; 
the basis, upon \vhich all the rest ,vas in due 
time to be built up. But ,vhile He thus 
,vrought from day to day and from place 


. 
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to place, I Ie ""as also at tinles cmployed in 
so\nng a secd ,vhich "as to lic longcr in the 
ground bcfore the tilne of germination. Some- 
times I Ie sct I-limself to so,v it in capable 
n1inds and ,villing hearts, like those of the 
Apostlcs, or like that of Nicodemus; sonlc- 
times to lct it fall apart from the common 
beat of the chosen people, and ,vhere it could 
not be choked by thcir peculiar prejudices, as 
,vith the "'oman of Samaria. But also in J eru- 
salem itself, at lcast by one series of dis- 
courses, He ,vas pleased to state sufficiently, 
in the hcaring both of the pcople and of their 
guides, the dignity and clainls of I-lis Person; 
so that this authentic dcclaration from 1-1 is 
o,vn lips, of the truths ,rhich \\"ere after the 
Resurrection to be developed in apostolic 
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teaching, might accredit that teaching to 
minds that ,vould othenvise have stumbled 
at the contrast, or ,vould have been unable 
to fill the void behveen such doctrine posthu- 


mously preached, and the comrnon tenor of 
our Lord's ,vords and acts as they are given 
in the Synoptical Gospels. In this vie\v,. such 


portions of St John's Gospel, as I no\v refer 
to, may be regarded as the golden link be- 
tween the Sermon on the Mount, and the 
theology of the A postolic Epistles. 
Though the strain of St John's Gospel, and 
of the teaching of Christ in it, is very even, 
the occasions and audiences are very different. 
The last ten chapters, or nearly one-half of 
the whole, consist entirely of the narrative of 
the Passion and its sequel, together with 
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discourses and acts \vholly of the inner circle, 
addressed, that is to say, not to the world, 
or to the adversaries of Christ, but to those 
vvhonl He had specially elected to be His 
friends and follo-wers. In the first two chapters 
nothing in the way of narrative is contained 
to distinguish His lessons here from those 
of the earlier Gospels. The third is com- 
posed of discourses to selected persons; 
namely, to Nicodemus, and to certain dis- 
ciples of the Baptist. \Vhen, in the fourth, 
our Lord spoke to the woman of Samaria, 
and afterwards to the people of the city, the 
effect produced 'was remarkably powerful 
and distinct. It was not only (as in the 
Synoptical Gospels) that they ,vere as- 
tonished, or that His fame went abroad, 
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or that "they glorified God ,vhich had gIven 
such po\ver unto men," *" or even that in 
general terms they believed on Him; they 
".ent further, and said, as St Peter had said, 
"vVe kno\v that this is indeed the Christ, 
the Saviour of the \vorld." t But the subject 
matter of this our Lord's only visit to the 
outcasts of Samaria, with \vhom the J e\vs 
,vould not hold intercourse, could have no 
effect on the general impressions concerning 
Him In the places of His ordinary travel 
and resort through J udea or Galilee. 
The exceptional teaching, as I \vould ven- 
ture to call it, of our Lord among the J e\vish 
people, \vhich \vould materially tend to modify 
(by deepening and enlarging them) such Im- 


* 
Iatt. ix. 8. 


t John iv. 4 2 . 
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presSlons as men ,vould naturally take fronl 
the acts and discourses of the Synoptic Gos- 
pels, is really contained in the six chapters from 
the fifth to the tenth. \Vhen \ve examIne 
these six chapters, \ve seem to find i
 them 
a kind of progression, as if ,vith a view to some 
special purpose. In the fifth, after the miracle 
He had performed on the cripple of Bethesda, 
He conveyed Himself a\vay, "a multitude be- 
ing in that place." * But He declared to the 
J e\\TS, no great number of them we must 
suppose, \vithin the temple, His Sonship, His 
being invested with the authority of judge 
over the \vorld, and His claim to the pro- 
mises and predictions of the Old .Testament. 
In the sixth, He delivered the \vonderful dis- 
* John v. 13. 


G 
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course of the "bread of God" at Capernaum, 


to such of the people forming the five thou- 


sand of the day before as remained, and as 


\vere able to follo\v Him by ship across the 
lake.* _ But a ray of light IS let fall upon the 


general circumspection and measure in the 


lessons of our Lord, \vhen Vie learn that a 


great reaction follo\ved this discourse, not only 


among the multitude, but among the disciples 


of our Lord. "From that tinle many of His 


disciples ,vent back, and ,valked no more with 


H . " t 
1m. 


I-\ere is one sad and sufficient reason 


for the careful graduation of His course of 


teaching. He then, after a visit to Galilee, 


goes up to Jerusalem for the feast of taber- 


nacles,! and resumes His discourses or con- 


* John vi. 15, 22-25. 


t John vi. 66. ::: John vii. 10. 
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versations in the temple, to Inuch the same 
general effect as in the fifth chapter. He pro- 
claims Hitnself the light of the ,vorld, He 
d\vells on His special relation to the Father, 
and He points to the lifting up of the Son of 
Man. After which, says St J ohn,* many be- 
lieved on Him; but after a little more dis- 
course, \vhen He had told them Ie before Abra- 
ham \vas, I an1," they took up stones to cast 
at Him.t Then come the ninth and tenth 
chapters, in which, having given sight to a 
man blind from his birth, He finds Himself 
again in conflict with the spirit of unbelief 
among the Jews. He now delivers the dis- 
course of the tenth chapter, in \vhich He is 
the Good Shepherd, and mankind are His 


* John viii. 30. 


t John viii. 59. 
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sheep; and He gIves them eternal life; and 
this is by His Father's ordinance; and finally 
reaching the climax of the doctrine, He and 
His Father are one.* But mark the end, 
"Then the Jews took up stones again to stone 
I-lim." "Therefore they sought again to take 
Him; but I-Ie escaped out of their hand, and 
,vent a\vay again beyond Jordan." t 
All this portion of our Lord's instruction, 
then, is profoundly charged \vith doctrine con- 
cerning His Person. It is full and large in 
instruction for all times and all persons. But 
it seems to have been delivered to no great 
number; perhaps, too, \vithin a limited space 
of time. It stands in marked distinctness from 
the general tenor of His teaching; and it 


* John x. 14, 16, 28-3 0 . 


t John x. 3 1 , 39, 4 0 . 
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stands also in contrast \vith that teaching as 
to the mode of its reception. I t shows that, 
for the reception of su.ch instruction, the field 
,vas not as yet white to the harvest. The 
scandal and offence \vere doubtless incurred 
for the \visest purposes, but they seem to have 
been the general result; ,vhile in the case of 
the lessons conveyed in the other Gospels, we 
find no such consequence; but we see there a 
disposition to hear, and to give praise to God, 
,vhich \vas a preparation, at the least, for full, 
intelligent, and durable belie( Nor does it seem 
rash or unreasonable to suppose that while, ,vith 
a vie\v to completing the solid chain of testi- 
mony, it behoved our Lord, during His career, 
thus to bear an explicit testimony to His o\vn 
personal dignity and claims, and this before 
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persons ,,,ho \vere not already His partisans; 
it also behoved that, because of the ,veakness 
of the flesh, and the dulness of the eye, and 
the slackness of the \vill of man, the perform- 
ance of that duty should be confined within 
narro,v limits, and that all beyond these limits 
should be reserved for a happier season. 
I have not yet noticed the most touching 
among all the touching and loving acts of 
Christ. It is the raising of Lazarus, recorded 
in the eleventh cha"pter of St John. In this 
narrative ,ve may remark a method of pro- 
ceeding quite different from that \vhich had 
been pursued on the occasion of raising the 
daughter of J airus.* l\Iany of the J e\vs \vere 
about IVlartha and l\'Iary to comfort them 


* John xi. 19, 31. 
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concernIng their brother. They attend the 
Saviour at the grave: far from repelling 
them, He appeals to His Father in their 
presence, * and renders thanks In order to 
be heard by them: the miracle is performed 
before their eyes, and many believed, t \vhile 
some \vent to \varn the Pharisees. But the 
time of the great offering ,vas novv hard at 
hand; and it is probable, if not plain, that at 
such a time the reasons for limiting the dis- 
closures of the all-conquering po\ver of Christ 
\vould cease to operate. 
It appears, then, on the ,vhole, as respects 
the Person of our Lord, that its ordinary 
exhibition to ordinary hearers and spectators, 
\vas that of a Man engaged in the best, and 


,.. John xi. 41, 42. 


t John xi. 45, 4 6 . 
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holiest, and tenderest ministries, among all the 
saddest of human miseries and trials; of One 
teaching in \vord, too, the best, and holiest, 
and tenderest lessons; and claiming, unequi- 
vocally and ,vithout appeal, a paramount 
authority for ,vhat He said and did; but, be- 
yond this, asserting respecting Himself nothing, 
and leaving Himself to be freely judged by 
the character of His words and deeds. 
It nlay be for the same reasons, or for 
reasons of ,vhich these form a part, that ,ve 
find that very remarkable adjustment in the 
Gospels, and in the Gospel of St John as 
\vell as In the Synoptical '''Titers, under 
\vhich the kingdom of our Lord, ,vhile it is 
abundantly predicted, is no\vhere explained; 
and the doctrine concerning it is kept even 
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In a deeper shade than the doctrine respect- 
ing the Person of Christ. John the Baptist 
had prophesied of the Christian Baptism as 
one differing from and much excelling his 
o,vn: but our Lord ?id not renew the pro- 
phecy, and the baptism administered during 
His lifetime by His disciples appears to have 
been of the same character as that of the 
Forerunner. It seems that the minds of the 
Apostles themselves stood in need, on this 
subject, of peculiar preparation. For not even 
in discourse ,vith them does our Lord ex- 


plain the nature of His kingdom. Nay, the 
remarkable promise to St Peter, ,vhich fol- 
lovved upon and sealed his confession of the 


IVlessiahship, was imparted in figure, and \vas 
calculated rather to be retained and pondered 
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In the heart, than to convey immediate light 
to the mind: nor ,vas it incompatible, as ,ye 
see, ,vith an energetic protest from the Apostle, 
following immediately, against the coming 
humiliation of his Master, or ,vith the rebuke, 
bordering upon 
sternness, in ,vhich that Master 
apprised him that he then still savoured of, 
not the things which be of God, but the things 
,vhich be of men. So late as in the great dis- 
course of the Last Supper, Christ tells His 
disciples, "I have many things to say unto 
you, but ye cannot bear them no'v;" and it 
is only in the very last stage of His adorable 
career, and ,vhen He has no\v put His scholars 
through the severest trial of their faith by 
His Death and Resurrection, that during 
those forty days before the Ascension, ,vhich 



DISCLOSED IN THE PARABLES. 107 


once ,vere called the great forty days, He 
d,velt among them, and "spoke of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God." * 
I would presume, in this place, to make an 
addition to ,vhat has been already said of the 
large use of parable by our LQrd as a vehicle 
of instruction. Another leading feature in 
almost all the parables is the social and col- 
lective aspect of Christianity, incorporated in 
\vhat the Gospels ordinarily call the Kingdom 
of Heaven. The parables are so contrived 
that, \vithout explaining in detail the constitu- 
tion of that kingdoll1, they familiarly impress 
the mind with its idea; \vith the image of 
sonle scheme or system into ,vhich men ,vere 
to be brought, so that they should habitually 


* Acts Í. 8. 
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live in it, and that they should ultimately be 
judged by the la\vs appointed for its govern- 
ment. The kingdom as ,veIl as the kingship, 
the appointment of a ne,v dispensation of 
brotherhood among nlen, as ,veIl as the su- 
premacy of our Lord in that brotherhood, \vere 
thus, as it were, things so,vn and stored in the 
nlind of the Apostles to abide their titne; 
like the spark laid up in ashes to a\vait 
the moment ,\Then it should be kindled into 
flame. 
If the reader has patiently follo\ved the 
argunlent to this point, it is now tinle to re- 
lease him by proceeding to apply it to the case 
of "Ecce Honlo." Supposing} then, that the 
author of that ,york has approached his su b- 
ject on the human side, has dealt ,vith our 
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Lord as \vith a man, has exhibited to us 
'v hat purport to be a human form and linea- 
ments, is he therefore at once to be con- 
demned? Certainly not at once, if it be true, 
as it seems to be true, that in this respect 


he has only done 'v ha t our Lord himself, 
by His ordinary and usual exhibition of 
Himself, both did, and encouraged the 
common hearer of His addresses, and be- 


holder of His deeds, to do. The question 
'whether this ,vriter is to be discarded as an 
auxiliary in religious inquiry, or ,vhether, on 
the contrary, \ve are his debtors for an elo- 
quent, earnest, searching, and stirring "Survey 
of the Life and \tV ork of Jesus Christ," cannot, 
then, be decided until ,ve have considered 
\vhether his method, being one admissible in 
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principle, is also one suited to the needs of 
the tinles in \vhich \ve live. 
Before concluding \vith a fe\v 'vords ad- 
dressed to the solution of that question, t\vo 
observations require to be rnade. The first is 
that the defence and apology (in the polemi- 
cal sense of the word,) ,vhich have here been 
offered, are of a general nature, and do not 
extend to the manner in \vhich the task has 
been executed, but only to the principle on 
,vhich the execution has been based. The 
language and the general tone must be judged 
on their o\vn merits. On some points of ex- 
pressIon I might not care to defend; on 
others I might even presume to differ. But 
to those who have dealt in broader censures 
I would at least suggest their inquiring of 
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themselves, ,vhether all their zeal In the 
matter has been according to kno\vledge: and 
,vhether in some cases where ,ve are inclined 
to jar \vith the author, the cause possibly 
may be that he has taken a ,vider and more 
adequate measure of the conditions of our 
Saviour's humanity than \ve have. I ,vill ven- 
ture upon a single, and at first sight it may 
be a rather startling instance. In his second 
chapter, * on the Temptation, the author 
says :- 
" We are to conceIve Him, therefore, as 
becoming now for the first time conscious of 
miraculous po\vers." 
Such \vords may, at the first sight or hear- 
ing, send a chill through the blood of some. 


* "Ecce Homo," p. 12. 
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It is so far now to travel back from the glory 
of His triumph and His re\vard, His ever- 
lasting Priesthood and government in heaven, 
to the dark and depressed career, and to the 
earliest and most depressed stages of the de- 
pressed career, on earth. But if He did not 


despise the Virgin's ,vomb, if He lay In the 
cradle a ,vailing or a feeble infant, if He 
exhausted the years of childhood and of 


youth in submission to His Mother and to 
Joseph, if all that time He gre\v in \visdom 
as \vell as in stature, and \vas ever travel- 
ling the long stages of the road to a perfec- 
tion by us inconceivable; if, even ,vhen the 
burden of His great ministry ,vas upon Him, 
He has Himself told us that as His divine 
po,ver \vas placed in abeyance, so like\vise a 
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bound \vas mysteriously set upon His know- 


ledge - \vhat follows from all this? That 


there ,vas acceSSIon to His mind and soul, 
from time to time, of ,vhat had not been 
there before : and that He ,vas content to 


hold in measure, and to hold as a thing re- 


ceived, \vhat, but for His humiliation in the 


flesh, ,vas His ,vithout limit, and His as 


springing from ,vithin. And, if so, might 


it not ,veIl be, that in this cnSIS of the 


Temptation, ,vhen His normal use of mlracu- 


lous po,ver had not yet begun, the \vicked 


suggestion to abuse it might give rise to a 


vivid consciousness in His mind, such as had 


not been there before? So considered, per- 
haps, this declaration is really ,vithin the 
liluits nlarked out by the Sacred Text itself, 
II 
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when it tells us that Christ ,vas straitened 
in spirit at the Vle,v of the baptism that 
He \vas to be baptized \vith, until it ,vere 
accomplished; and that His soul grew heavy 
and sorro\vful, even unto death, as the dread 
Image of the Passion came upon His nearer 
VIew. And thus the revulsion in our minds, 
upon the first perusal of such ,vords, will 
have been a proof, not of their irreveren
 
use, but of our too narro..v acquaintance 
,vith the great truth of our Lord's humanity, 
and \vill itself have been a discipline for 
which ,ve have to thank our author. 
Is, then, his method-this alone remains to 
ask-suited or unsuited to the needs of our 
particular day and generation? To me it ap- 
pears to be eminently suited to those needs; 
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and, ,vith much deference to the judgment and 


authority of others, I will endeavour to explain 


the reason. 


The mighty change ,vhich Christ achieved 


in the ,vhole frame and attitude of the human 


mind \vith respect to Divine things, was trans- 


mitted from age to age, but not by effort and 


agony like His, or like the subordinate but 


kindred agency of those ,vho \vere chosen by 


. 
Him to co-operate 'in the great revolution. 


Sometimes it ,vas, indeed, both sustained and 


developed by the great po\vers and by the faith 


and zeal of individuals, and by a constancy 


even unto death; but in the main it passed on 


from age to age by traditional, insensible, and 


unconscious influences. As the ages gre\v, and 


as the historic no less than the social ,veight 
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of Christianity rapidly accumulated, nlen, by 


no unnatural process, came to rely more and 


more on the evidence afforded by the simple 


prevalence of the religion in the ,vorld, which 
was in truth a very great one; less and less 


upon the results of any original investigation 


reaching up\vards to the fountain-head. The 


adhesion of the civil po\ver, the ,veight of a 


clergy, the solidity and mass of Christian in- 


. 
stitutions, the general accommodation of law 


to principles derived from the Scripture, that 


very flavour of at least an historic Christianity 


\vhich, after a long undisputed posseSSIon, 


pervades and scents the ,vhole atmosphere 
of social life,-all these in ordinary times 


seem to the mass of men to be, as proofs, 


so sufficient, that to seek for others would 
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be ,vaste of time and labour. If there be un- 
reason In this blind reliance, there is probably 
not less, but much more unreason sho'wn, 
\vhen the period of reaction comes, and \vhen 
a credulity carried to excess is replaced in the 
fashion of the day by an incredulity that 'wan- 
ders and runs ,vild in the furthest outbreaks of 
extravagance: an incredulity, not only \vhich 
argues from the narrowest premises to the 
broadest conclusions, but \vhich, oftentimes dis- 
pensing ,vith argument altogether, assumes that 
\vhatever : in religion has heretofore been be- 
lieved to be true is therefore likely to be false, 
and exhibits a ludicrous contrast behveen the 
ovenveenlng confidence of men in their o,vn 
faculties, and their contempt for the faculties 
of those out of ,vhose loins, ,vith 110 intervening 
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change of species, they \vere born. I do not 
suggest that a description so broad could be 
justly applied to the present age. But it is in 
this direction that ,ye haye been lately tending; 
and \ve have at least travelled so far upon the 
road as this, that the evidences purely tradi- 
tional have lost their command (among others) 
over those large classes of minds ,vhich, in 
other times, before a shock ,yas given, or the 
tide of mere fashion turned, ,vould perhaps 
most steadily and even blindly have received 
them. Their minds are like \vhat I believe IS 
said of a cargo of corn on board ship. I t IS 
sto,ved in bulk, and in fair ,veather the vessel 
trinlS ,veIl enough; but ,vhen there is a gale 
the mass of grain strains over to the lee\vard, 
and this dead ,veight incréases the difficulty 
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and the danger, and does it this ,yay or that 
mechanically, according to the point of the 


. 
compass from which the ,vind may blow. 


In such a time, there is a disposition either 


to deny outright the. authority ,vhich Chris- 


tianity may justly claim from its long historic 


existence, and from its having borne triumph- 


antly the strain of so many tempests, or else, 


and perhaps ,vith more danger, silently to slight 


them and pass them by, and to live a life 


deprived alike of the restraints and the COl1- 


solations of a strong and solid belie[ Under 


these circumstances, may it 110t be the duty 
of the scribe rightly instructed in the things 
concerning the kingdol1l of God, \vhen the old 


\veapons cease for the mon1ent to penetrate, 
that he should resort to other "veapons \vhich 
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at the time are ne,v, though in reality they 
are the oldest of all, and had only been laid 
aside because they ,vere supposed to have 
done their \vork? 
Such I understand to be the position as- 
sumed by the author of "Ecce Homo." He 
thrusts aside \vith a hand certainly not too 
reverent,-perhaps even some,vhat brisk and 
rough,-all intermediate testimony of \vhatever 
kind. He invites his reader to consider for 
the moment all Christian tradition, all Chris- 
tian institutions, all the long and diversified 
experience of the Faith in the ,vorld, as non- 
existent: to ascend ,vith him the stream of 
time for more than eighteen hundred years; 
and to go direct into the presence of Christ, 
not such as He no,v presents Himself to us, 
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bearing in His hand the long roll of His con- 
quests, but such as beside the sea of Galilee, 
or in the synagogue of Capernaum, or the 
Ten1ple of Jerusalem, He then offered Him- 
self to the ordinary Jew, with no other arms 
but those of His commission and His char- 
acter, and the character of His acts and 
"
ords. This is the journey that the attentive 
reader of "Ecce Homo" has to make under 
the author's guidance. He passes into the 
presence of Jesus of Nazareth, and there, with- 
out any foregone conclusion, either of sub- 
mission or of dissent, gives that heed to the 
\vords and acts of the unfriended Teacher, 
which the honest Jew ,vould give \vhen those 
\vords \vere spoken, and those acts were done. 
And ,vhat is the result? I appeal for the 
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answer to the book. I appeal to a vitality, 


an earnestness, an eloquence, a po\ver, all of 


them derived from the deep and overflo\ving 
life of the ,vondrous Figure ,vhich it con- 
templates and sets forth. Yes, even as to 


this hour 


" The world's unwithering countenance 
Is fresh as on creation's day," 


so the un\vithering countenance of Christ 
beanls upon us In the pages of this latest 
exposition of His character \vith the vlrgu1 


freshness and the penetrating power that it 


might have presented to the view, ,vhen 
instead of being among the oldest, it ,vas 


the latest birth of time. T rue of the Gospel, 


as it h
re appears to us, is that ,vhich ,vas 
nobly said of one of its harbingers, at the 
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time 'when, as measured by years, old age 
was upon him, "Its eye is not dim, nor its 
natural force abated." * 
Doubtless, \vhen \ve ask about results from 
such a \vork, \ve come to a question which 
must be settled in the last resort by the 
individual mind for itself. By argument .we 
may, I have thought, sho\v, that to approach 
our Lord, and to paint the sacred portrait, 
on the human side, is no unla\vful process; 


and likewise, that \v hen the secondary and 
intermediate authorities are disregarded, it 
may be ,vise thus to seek at once for access 


to the presence of the Great King, and to 
sit among the listeners at His feet. But 
the question of questions rema1l1S: \JVhen \ve 



 Deut. xxxiv. 7. 
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arrIve In that presence, ho\v does it make 
good its claims to supreme majesty and 
supreme con1mand? To me it appears that 
each page of the book breathes out as it pro- 
ceeds 'v hat ,ve may call an air, ,vhich grows 
musical by degrees, and 'v hich, becoming more 
distinct even as it s\vells, takes form, so in 
due time ,ve find, in the articulate conclusion, 
" Surely this is the Son of God: surely this is 
the I{ing of Heaven." "And they shall call 
his name Emmanuel, ,vhich, being interpreted, 
is, God \vith us." * 
So, then, through the fair gloss of His 
manhood, \ve perccive the rich bloom of His 
divinity; and from the author ,ve accept his 
o\vn nlovlng precept: "Cling to Christ, cling 
* :Matt. i. 23. 
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ever closer unto Christ." And surely this \ve 


may say: if He is not no\v \vithout an assail- 
ant, at least He is \vithout a rival. If He be 


not the Sun of righteousness, the Physician 


of souls, the Friend that gives His life for 


His friends, and that sticketh closer than a 


brother, the unfailing Consoler, the constant 


Guide, the everlasting Priest and 


KinO" at 
b' 


least, as all must confess, there is no other 


come into His room. And \ve may reason- 


ably hope to find that the present tendency 
to treat the old belief of man with a pre- 


cipitate, shallo\v, and un examining disparage- 
ment, is simply a distemper that infects for a 
time the moral atn10sphere; that is due, like 
plagues and fevers, to our o\vn previous folly 
and neglect; and that, when it has served its 
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,york of admonition and reform, ,vill be allo\ved 
to pass a\vay. To\vards this result the author 
of "Ecce Homo," if I read him right, ,vill 
have the consolation and the praise of having 
furnished an earnest, po\verful, and original 
contribution. 
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I N the two former chapters I have presumed 
in some sense to speak for the author 


of "Ecce Homo." In this the third and last 


he 'will speak for himself, in passages which 
I shall select by no means with a view to 


exclude \vhat may be open to criticism or 


objection, but in the hope of exhibiting a 


fair sample both of the matter and manner 


of the \vork, ,vith something like a con- 
nected idea of its contents. 
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After a brief chapter on John the Baptist, 
which appears to be scarcely equal to the 
general standard of the work, our author 
comes to the Temptation, and here he 
glances at the subject of miracles:- 


" Miracles are, In themselves, extremely 
improbable things, and cannot be adlnitted 
unless supported by a great concurrence of 
evidence. For some of the Evangelical 
miracles there is a concurrence of evidence 
which, \vhen fairly considered, is very great 
indeed; for example, for the Resurrection, 
for the appearance of Christ to St Paul, for 
the general fact that Christ was a mIracu- 
lous healer of disea,se. The evidence by 
which these facts are supported cannot be 
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tolerably accounted for by any hypothesis 


except that of their being true. And if 


they are once admitted, the antecedent im- 


probability of many miracles less strongly 


attested IS much diminished. 


Nevertheless 


nothing IS more natural than that exaggera- 


tions and even inventions should be mixed in 


our biographies \vith genuine facts." (P. ro.) 


The general vie\v taken of the Temptation af- 
fords a pointed example of 'what may be termed 


our author's naturalistic method of handling :- 


" N O\V the story of Christ's temptation is 
as unIque as Christ's character. It is such 


a temptation as ,vas never exp.erienced by 
anyone else, yet just such a temptation as 


Christ, and Christ in those peculiar ClrCUln- 
I 
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stances, might be expected to expenence. 
And further, this appropriateness of all the 
circumstances hardly seems to be perceived 
by the Evangelists themselves \vho narrate 
them. Their narrative is not like a poem, 
though it affords the materials for a poem; 
it is rather a dry chronicle. 
tt Let us consider the situation. \Ve are 
to fix in our minds Christ's peculiar char- 
acter, as it has been gathered from the 
Baptist's description of Him. His character 
then ,vas such that He ,vas compared to a 
lamb, a lamb of God. He \vas without am- 
bition, and He had a peculiar, unrivalled, 
simplicity of devout confidence in God. Such 
is the Person to ,vhom it is no,v announced 
by a great prophet that He has been called 
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to a most peculiar, a pre-eminent career. 
But this does not fully describe the situation; 
a most important circumstance has yet to be 
mentioned. From the time of His tempta- 
tion Christ appeared as a ,yorker of miracles. 
vVe are expressly told by St John that He 
had wrought none before, but all our author- 
ities concur in representing Him as possessing 
and using the gift after this time. vVe are 
to conceive Him therefore as becoming no\v 
for the first time conSCIOUS of miraculous 
po\vers. N ow none of our biographies point 
this out, and yet it is visibly the key to the 
,vhole narration. What is called Christ's temp- 
tation is the excitement of His mind ,vhich 
,vas caused by the nascent consciousness of 
supernatural po\ver." (Pp. I I, 12.) 
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Another and perhaps less startling specimen 
of his method is supplied by the account of 
the Third Temptation, in which our Lord was 
solicited to fall down and \vorship Satan:- 


"'\IVe are perhaps to understand that He 
\vas tempted to do something ,vhich on re- 
flection appeared to Him equivalent to an act 
of homage to the evil spirit. What, then, 
could this be? It \vill explain much that 
follows in Christ's life, and render the \vhole 
story very complete and consistent, if \ve sup- 
pose that ,vhat He ,vas tempted to do ,vas to 
employ force in the establishm
nt of His 
Messianic kingdom. On this hypothesis, the 
third temptation arises from the same source 
as the others; the mental struggle is still 
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caused by the question ho\v to use the super- 
natural power. Nothing more natural than 
that it should occur to Christ that this power 
'\:vas expressly given to Him for the purpose 
of establishing, in defiance of all resistance, 
His everlasting kingdom. He must have 
heard from His instructors that the Messiah 
\vas to put all enemies under His feet, and to 
crush all opposition by irresistible God-given 
might. This certainly \vas the general ex- 
pectation; this appeared legibly ,vritten in the 
prophetical books. And, In the sequel, it 
was because Christ refused to use His super- 
natural po,ver in this way that His country- 
men rejected Him. It was not that they ex- 
pected a king, and that He appeared only as 
a teacher; on the contrary, He systematically 



134 


"EccE HO ::\10." 


described Himself as a king. The stumbling- 
block \vas this, that, professing to be a king, 
He declined to use the ,veapons of force and 
compulsion that belong to kings. And as 
this caused so much surprise to His country- 
men, it is natural that He should Himself 
have undergone a struggle before He deter- 
mined thus to run counter to the traditional 
theory of the Messiah, and to all the preju- 
dices of the nation. The tempter, ,ve may 
suppose, approached Him ,vith the whisper, 
'Gird Thee ,vith Thy sword upon Thy thigh; 
ride on, and Thy right hand shall teach Thee 
terrible things.' 
"If this 'vas the temptation, then agaIn 
how characteristic of the Lamb of God \yas 
the resistance to it, and at the same time 
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ho\v incomparably great the self-restraint in- 
volved in that resistance! One \vho believes 
himself born for universal monarchy, and 
capable by his rule of giving happiness to 
the ,vorld, is entrusted with po\vers \vhich 
seem to afford the ready means of attaining 
that supremacy. By the over\vhelming force 
of visible miracle it is possible for hin1 to 
establish an absolute dominion, and to give 
to the race the la,vs which may make it 
happy. But He deliberately determines to 
adopt another course, to found His empire 
upon the consent, and not the fears, of man- 
kind; to trust Himself, ,vith His royal claims 
and His terrible purity and superiority, 
defenceless among mankind, and, ho,vever 
bittcrly their envy may persecute Him, to 
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use His supernatural powers only in doing 
them good. This He actually did, and eVI- 
dently in pursuance of a fixed plan; He 
persevered in this course, although politically, 
so to speak, it ,vas fatal to His position, and 
though it be,vildered His most attached fol- 
Jowers; but by doing so He raised Himself 
to a throne on \vhich He has been seated 
for nigh hvo thousand years, and gained an 
authority over men greater far than they 
have allo,ved to any legislator, greater than 
prophecy had ever attributed to the Messiah 
himself." (Pp. 15- I 7.) 


N ext we take the immeasurable divergence 
of His o\vn idea of the coming kingdom from 
that current among His adversaries and critics:- 



ON THE ROYALTY OF CHRIST. 137 


" It will soon become necessary to consider 
at leisure in ,vhat sense Christ understood His 
o\vn royalty. At present it is enough to re- 
mark that, though He understood it in a very 
peculiar sense, and though He abdicated many 
of the functions of a sovereign, He yet re- 
garded it as a royalty not less substantial, 
and far more, dignified, than that of His an- 
cestor David. \tVe n1ay go one step further 
before entering into the details, and note the 
exact ground of the quarrel ,vhich the Jews 
had with Him. He understood the \vork of 
the Messiah in one sense, and they in another, 
but \vhat was the point of irreconcilable dif- 
ference? They laid information against Him 
before the Roman government as a dangerous 
character; their real complaint against Hin1 
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,vas precisely this, that He ,vas 110t dangerous. 
Pilate executed Him on the ground that His 
kingdom ,vas of this \vorld; the J e\vs procured 
His execution precisely because it ,vas not. In 
other ,vords, they could not forgive Him for 
claiming royalty and at the same time reject- 
ing the use of physical force. His royal pre- 
tensions ,vere not in themselves distasteful to 
them; backed by a military force, and fav- 
oured by success, those pretensions ,vould have 
been enthusiastically received. His tranquil 
life, passed in teaching and healing the sick, 
could not in itself excite their hatred. An 
eloquent Teacher, gathering disciples round 
Him in Jerusalem, and offering a new and 
devout interpretation of the Mosaic la\v, might 
have aroused a little spite, but not the cry of 
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, Crucify Him!' They did not 0 bj ect to the 
king, they did not object to the philosopher; 
but they obj ected to the king in the garb of 
the philosopher. They ,vere offended at ,vhat 
they thought the degradation of their great 


ideal. 


A kina ,vho neither had nor cared to 
b 


have a court or an army; a king who could 


not enforce a command; a king ,vho preached 


and lectured like a scribe, yet in His \veakness 


and insignificance could not forget His dignity, 


had His royal title often in His mouth, and 


lectured \vith an authority that no scribe as- 


sumed; these violent contrasts, this disappoint- 


ment of their theories, this homely parody of 


their hopes, inspired them ,vith an irritation, 


and at last a malignant disgust, ,vhich it is 


not hard to understand." (Pp. 28, 29.) 
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The author is struck by three points espe- 
cially in the design of Christ :- 


"When ,ve contemplate this scheme as a 
whole, and glance at the execution and results 
of it, three things strike us with astonishment. 
First, Its prodigious originality, if the expres- 
sion may be used. What other man has had 
the courage or elevation of mind to say, C I 
will build up a state by the mere force of 
my will, \vithout help from the kings of the 
world, \vithout taking advantage of any of the 
secondary causes which unite men together- 
unity of interest or speech, or blood-relation- 
ship. I will make la\vs for my state which 
shall never be repealed, and I will defy 
all the po\vers of destruction that are 
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at work In the ,vorld to destroy ,vhat I 
build! ' 
"Secondly, vVe are astonished at the calm 
confidence \vith ,vhich the scheme was carried 
out. The reason .why statesn1en can seldonl 
work on this vast scale is, that it commonly 
requires a \vhole lifetime to gain that ascend- 
ancy over their fello\v-men \vhich such schen1es 
presuppose. Some of the leading organisers 
of the \vorld have said, 'I \viU \vork my \vay 
to supreme po\ver, and then I will execute 
great plans.' But Christ overleaped the first 
stage altogether. He did not \vork His ,yay 
to royalty, but simply said to all men, 'I am 
your King.' He did not struggle fonvard to 
a position in which He could found a ne\v 
state, but simply founded it. 


. 
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"Thirdly, \Ve are astonished at the pro- 
digious success of the scheme. It is not more 
certain that Christ presented Himself to men 
as the Founder, Legislator, and Judge of a 
divine society than it is certain that men 
have accepted I-lim In these characters; that 
the divine society has been founded; that it 
has lasted nearly t\VO thousand years; that 
it has extended over a large and the most 
highly civilised portion of the earth
s surface; 
and that it continues full of vigour at the 
present day." (Pp. 4 1 , 4 2 .) 


This chapter, on " Christ's Credentials," is 
the noblest \ve have yet encountered. We 
must be content ,vith giving the paragraph in 
\vhich it is summed up:- 
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tt To sum up the results of this chapter. 
\Ve began by remarking that an astonishing 
plan met \vith an astonishing success, and \ve 
raised the question to \vhat instrumentality 
that success was due. Christ announced 
Himself as the Founder and Legislator of 
a new society, and as the Supreme Judge 
of men. N ow, by \vhat means did He pro- 
cure that these immense pretensions should 
be allo\ved? He might have done it by 
sheer po\ver; He might have adopted per- 
suasion, and pointed out the merits of the 
scheme and of the legislation He proposed 
to introduce. But He adopted a third plan, 
\vhich had the effect, not merely of securing 
obedience, but of exciting enthusiasm and 
devotion. He laid men under an immense 
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obligation. He convinced them that He was 
a Person of altogether transcendent greatness; 
one ,vho needed nothing at their hands; one 
\vhom it ,,,as impossible to benefit by con- 
ferring riches, or fame, or dominion upon 
Him, and that, being so great, He had de- 
voted Himself of mere benevolence to their 
good. He sho,ved them that for their sakes 
He lived a hard and laborious life, and 
exposed Himself to the utmost malice of 
po\verful men. They sa,v Him llungry, 
though they believed Him able to turn the 
stones into bread; they sa\v His royal pre- 
tensions spurned, though they believed that 
He could in a mon1ent take into His hand 
all the kingdoms of the world and the glory 
of them; they sa\v His life in danger; they 
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sa\v Him at last expIre In agonIes, though 


they believed that, had He so willed it, no 
danger could harm Him, and that had He 
thro\vn Himself from the topmost pinnacle 
of the temple, He would have been softly 


received in the arnlS of ministering angels. 


Witnessing His sufferings, and convinced by 


the miracles they sa\v Him \vork that they 


\vere voluntarily endured, men's hearts were 


touched, and pity for ,veakness blending 
strangely with \vondering admiration of un- 


limited power, an agitation of gratitude, 


sympathy, and astonishment, such as nothing 


else could ever excite, sprang up in them; 


and 'when, turning from His deeds to His 


,vords, they found this very self-denial \vhich 
had guided IIis o\vn life prescribed as the 
K 
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principle \vhich should guide theirs, gratitude 
broke forth in joyful obedience, self-denial 
produced self-denial, and the La\v and La,v- 
Giver together \vere enshrined in their in- 
most hearts for inseparable veneration." (Pp. 
50, 51.) 


Here IS a beautiful conception of faith,- 
faith in its initial stage, but as including 
moral elements:- 


" Justice is often but a form of pedantry, 
mercy mere easiness of temper, courage a 
mere firmness of physical constitution; but 
if these virtues are genuine, then they indi- 
cate not goodness merely, but goodness con- 
siderably developed. A man may be poten- 
tially just or merciful, yet from defect of 
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training he may be actually neither. We 
\vant a test ,vhich shall admit all who have 
it in them to be good \vhether their good 
qualities be trained or no. Such a test IS 
found in faith. He who, when goodness IS 
impressively put before him, exhibits an in- 
stinctive loyalty to it, starts forward to take 
its side, trusts himself to it, such a man has 
faith, and the root of the matter is in such 
a man. He may have habits of VIce, but 
the loyal and faithful instinct In him ,vill 
place hilll above many that practise virtue. 
He may be rude in thought and character, 
but he will unconsciously gravitate towards 
\vhat is right. Other virtues can scarcely 
thrive \vithout a fine natural organisation and 
a happy training. But the most neglected 
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and ungifted of men may make a beginning 
vvith faith. Other virtues ,vant civilisation, a 
certain amount of kno\vledge, a few books; 
but in half-brutal countenances faith \vill light 
up a glimmer of nobleness. The savage, \vho 
can do little else, can wonder and worship 
and enthusiastically obey. He who cannot 
know what is right can know that some one 
else knows, he \vho has no law may still have 
a master, he who is incapable of justice may 
be capable of fidelity, he \vho understands 
little may have his sins forgiven because he 
loves much." (Pp. 66, 67.) 


. The follo,ving passages compare the pleas 
for toleration In cases of belief and of con- 
duct :- 
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" \Ve ought to be just as tolerant of an 
imperfect creed as \ve are of an imperfect 
practice. Everything \vhich can be urged in 
excuse for the latter may also be pleaded for 
the former. If the \vay to Christian action 
is beset by corrupt habits and misleading 
passIons, the path to Christian truth IS 
overgro,vn \vith prejudices, and stre,vn ,vith 
fallen theories and rotten systems \vhich hide 
it from our vie,v. It is quite as hard to think 
rightly as it is to act rightly, or even to feel 
rightly. And as all allo\v that an error is a 
less culpable thing than a crime or a vicious 
passion, it is nlonstrous that it should be more 
severel y punished; it is monstrous that Christ, 
\vho ,vas called the Friend of publicans and 
sinncrs, should be represented as the pitilcss 
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enemy of bewildered seekers of truth. How 
could men have been guilty of such an In- 
consistency? By speaking of 'vhat they do 
not understand. Men, in general, do not un- 
derstand or appreciate the difficulty of finding 
truth. All men must act, and therefore all 
men learn in some degree how difficult it is 
to act rightly. The consequence is that aU 
men can make excuse for those \vho fail to 
act rightly. But all men are not compelled 
to make an independent search for truth, and 
those who voluntarily undertake to do so are 
ahvays few. They ought, indeed, to find pity 
and charity when they fail, for their under- 
taking is full of hazard, and in the course of 
it they are too apt to leave friends and com- 
panions behind them, and when they succeed 
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they bring back glorious spoils for those \vho 
r
mained at home criticising them. But they 
cannot expect such charity, for the hazards 
and difficulties of the undertaking are kno,vn 
to themselves alone. To the world at large 
it seems quite easy to find truth and inex- 
cusable to miss it. And no \vonder! For by 
finding truth they mean only learning by 
rote the maxims current around them." (Pp. 
7 2 , 73.) 


The author is greatly struck \vith the 
peremptory and universal character of the 
institution of baptism, which he perceIves 
to be made "as indispensable to member- 
ship as that spiritual inspiration \vhich is 
membership itself" in the new and (( Divine 
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Society." The method of this society he 
considers to be broadly distinguished from 
that of the moral philosophy ,vhich has 
often laboured to improve mankind. The 
\vhole argument of the ninth chapter on 
this contrast \vill ,yell re\vard perusal. The 
subjoined are t\VO passages from it:- 


"Philosophers had drawn their pupils from 
the élitc of humanity; but Christ finds His 
material among the worst and meanest, for 
He does not propose merely to make the 
good better, but the bad good. And what 
is His machinery? He says the first step 
towards good dispositions IS for a man 
to form a strong personal attachment. Let 
him first be dra\vn out of himself. Next 
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let the object of that attachment be a 
person of striking and conspicuous goodness. 
To \vorship such a person \vill be the 
best exercise in virtue that he can have. 
Let him vow obedience in life and death 
to such a person; let him mix and live \vith 
others \vho have mad e the san1e vo,v. He 
\vill have ever before his eyes an ideal of 
\vhat he may himself become. His heart 
\vill be stirred by ne\v feelings, a ne\v \vorld 
\vill be gradually revealed to him, and, 
more than this, a ne\v self \vi thin his old 
self \vill make its presence felt, and a change 
,vill pass over him \vhich he \vill feel it 
most appropriate to call a ne\v birth. This 
is Christ's scheme stated in its most naked 
fonn ; \ve shall have abundant opportuni- 
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ties in the sequel of expounding it more 
fully." 
"Of these two influences-that of Reason 
and that of Living Example-which \vould 
a wise reformer reinforce? Christ chose the 
last. He gathered all men into a common 
relation to Himself, and demanded that each 
should set Him on a pedestal of his heart, 
giving a lo\ver place to all other obj ects of 
\vorshi p, to fa ther and mother, to husband 
or ,vife. In Him should the loyalty of all 
hearts centre, He should be their Pattern, 
their Authority, and Judge. Of Him and 
H is service should no man be ashamed, 
but to those \vho ackno\vledged it morality 
should be an easy yoke, and the la \v of 
right as spontaneous as the la\v of life; 
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sufferings should be easy to bear, and 
the loss of worldly friends repaired by a 
new home in the bosom of the Christian 
kingdom; finally, in death itself their sleep 
should be sweet upon whose ton1bstone it 
could be written, C Obdormivit in Christo.'" 
(Pp. 98, 101, 102.) 


Having thus far traced, as he considers, 
the rise of the Monarchy of Christ, In 
his second part, which commences ,vith 
the tenth chapter, the author professes to 
treat of the legislation by which that 
l\ionarchy is governed. The Christian philo- 
sophy of pleasure is strikingly handled in 
the following passage:- 


H This paradoxical position-that pleasure 
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IS necessary for us, and yet that it is not to 
be sought; that this \vorld is to be renounced, 
and yet that it is noble and glorious-might, 
if it had been taken up by a philosopher, 
have been regarded as a subtlety \vhich it 
\vould be impossible to act upon. But as the 
la,v laid do\vn by a IZing and Master of man- 
kind, every ,vord of \vhom \vas treasured up 
and acted out \vith devotion, it has had a 
surprising influence upon human affairs. In 
the times of the Roman Emperors there a p- 
peared a sect \vhich distinguished itself by 
the assiduous attention \vhich it bestowed 
upon the bodily ,vants of mankind. This 
sect set the first example of a homely prac- 
tical philanthropy, occupYing itself \vith the 
relief of ordinary human sufferings, dispens- 
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109 food and clothing to the destitute and 
starving. At the same period there appeared 
a sect \vhich \vas remarkable for the contempt 
in \vhich it held human suffering. Roman 
magistrates were perplexed to find, ,vhen it 
became necessary to coerce this sect by penal 
inflictions, that bodily pains, tortures, and 
death itself \vere not regarded as evils by its 
members. These two sects appeared to run 
into contrary extremes. The one seemed to 
carry their regard for the body to the borders 
of effeminacy; the other pushed stoical 
apathy almost to madness. Yet these two 
sects \vere one and the same-the Christian 
Church. And though \vithin that body every 
conceivable corruption has at some time or 
other sprung up, this tradition has never been 
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long lost, and in every age the Christian 
ten1per has shivered at the touch of Stoic 
apathy and shuddered at that of Epicurean 
indolence." (Pp. 118, 119.) 


He shows how little had yet been accom- 
plished towards establishing the true brother- 
hood of mankind, nOÌ\vithstanding the mar- 
vellous achievement of the Romans In con
 
solidating so many nations into a political 
unity; \vithout which it is indeed difficult to 
see ho,v the physical and social barriers to 
the spreading of Christianity could have been 
surmounted :- 


CC A number of nations which had before 
waged incess3.nt ,var ,vith one another had 
been forced into a sort of unity. What 
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court-poets call a golden age had set in. 
'...- 


Round the ,vhole shore of the l\iediterranean 


Sea, and northward to the Danube and be- 


yond the British Channel, national antipathies 


had been suppressed, and \var had ceased, 
,vhile the lives of men \vere regulated by an 


admirable code of la\vs. Yet, except to court- 


poets, this age did not seem golden to those 


\vho lived in it. On the contrary, they said 


it was something \vorse than an iron age; 


there \vas no metal from \vhich they could 


name it. N ever did men live under such a 


crushing sense of degradation, never did they 


look back \vith more bitter r.egret, never \vere 
the vices that spring out of despair so rife, 
never \vas sensuality cultivated more metho- 


dically, never did poetry curdle so readily 
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into satire, never \vas genIus so much soured 
by cynicism, and never was calumny so abun- 
dant or so gross or .so easily believed. If 


morali ty depended on la \VS, or happiness 
could be measured by comfort, this \vould 
have been the most glorious era in the past 


history of mankind. I t ,vas in fact one of 
the meanest and foulest, because a tone or 
spirit is necessary to morality, and self-respect 
is needful to happiness." (Pp. 13 2 , 133.) 


And no,v, \vhat follo\ved ? 
"The city of God, of ,vhich the Stoics 
doubtfully and feebly spoke, ,vas no\v set up 
before the eyes of men. It \vas no insub- 
stantial city, such as we fancy in the clouds, 
no invisible pattern, such as Plato thought 
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might be laid up in heaven, but a visible cor- 


poration, ,vhose members met together to eat 


bread and drink \vine, and into ,vhich they 


,vere initiated by bodily immersion in ,vater. 


Here the Gentile met the J e\v, ,vhom he had 


been accustomed to regard as an enemy of 


the human race; the Roman met the lying 


Greek sophist, the Syrian slave, the gladiator 
born beside the Danube. In brotherhood they 
Inet, the natural birth and kindred of each 


forgotten, the baptism alone remembered in 


,vhich they had been born again to God and 


to each other." (P. 136.) 


In the closing pages of this chapter (xii.) 
the question of slavery is ably dealt ,vith. Per- 
haps the ,vhole history may be sunulled up 
L 
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In this. The Gospel was its death-warrant; 
and execution was only delayed until the reli- 
gion, then infant, was adult, and had strength 
enough to deal the blow. 


In the thirteenth chapter the author ap- 
proaches that doctrine of enthusiasm, or pas- 
sionate devotion, which has been regarded as 
so peculiarly his o,vn. Christianity did not, 
he says, leave us a code of morals, in the 
ordinary sense:-- 


"Instead of giving la\vs to His Society, He 
would give to every member of it a po\ver of 
making laws for himself. He frequently re- 
peated that to make the fruit of a tree good 
you must put the tree into a healthy state, 
and, slightly altering the illustration, that 
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fruit can only be expected from a fruit-tree, 
not from a thistle or thorn. The meaning of 
this plainly is, that a man's actions result from 
the state of his mind; that if that is healthy 
they will be right, and if not, they ,vill be 
,vrong. Such language ,vas new in the mouth 
of a legislator, but not at all ne\v in itsel( 
It \vas an adoption of the style of philosophy. 
Philosophers had ahvays made it their study 
to bring their minds into a healthy condition, 
'frui cl11cndato a1lÙno.' When, ho\vever, ,ve 
inquire \vhat Christ considered a healthy con- 
dition of the mind to be, we do not find Hinl 
in agreement ,vith philosophers. The la,v- 
making po,ver of ,vhich mention has been 
made, \vhich, raised to predominance, issues 
in an unerring tact or instinct of right action, 
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,vas differently conceived by Him and by 
them. They placed it in reason, and regarded 
passion as the antagonistic power \vhich must 
be controlled and coerced by it. Christ also 
'considers it necessary to control the passions, 
but He places them under the dominion, not 
of reason, but of a ne,v and more po\verful 
passIon. The healthy mind of the philoso- 
phers is in a composed, tranquil, and impar- 
tial state; the healthy mind of Christ is in 
an elevated and enthusiastic state. Both are 
exempt from perturbation and unsteadiness, but 
the one by being immovably fixed, the other by 
being ahvays po,verfully attracted in one direc- 
tion." (Pp. 144, 145. See also pp. 253, 254.) 


This enthusiasm was justified by the char- 
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acter of the object proposed to the eyes and 
hearts of men :- 


"Did the command to love go forth to 
those ,vho had never seen a human being 
they could revere? Could His follo,vers turn 
upon I-lim and say, Ho\v can \ve love a 
creature so degraded, full of vile wants and 
contemptible passIons, \vhose little life is 
most harmlessly spent \vhen it is an etnpty 
round of eating and sleeping, - a creature 
destined for the grave and for oblivion \vhen 
his allotted term of fretfulness and folly has 
expired? Of this race Christ Himself 'vas 
a member; and to this day is it not the best 
ans\ver to all blasphemers of the species, the 
best consolation \vhen our sense of its degra- 
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dation IS keenest, that a human brain ,vas 
behind His forehead, and a human heart 
beating in His breast, and that \vithin the 
\vhole creation of God nothing more elevated 
or more attractive has yet been found than 
He? And if it be ans\vered that there ,vas 
In His nature something exceptional and 
peculiar,-that humanity must not be meas- 
ured by the stature of Christ, let us remem- 
ber that it was precisely thus that He \vished 
it to be measured, delighting to call Himself 
the Son of Man, delighting to call the 
meanest of mankind His brothers. If sonle 
human beings are abject and contemptible,- 
if it be incredible to us that they can have 
any high dignity or destiny, do we regard 
them from so great a height as Christ? 
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Are ,ve likely to be more pained by their 


faults and deficiencies than He was? Is 
our standard higher than His? And yet 
He associated by preference with these 
meanest of the race ; no contempt for them 
did He ever express ; no SUspIcIon that 
they might be less dear than the best and 


\visest to the common Father; no doubt that 
they ,vere naturally capable of rising to a 
moral elevation like His own. There IS 
nothing of ,vhich a man may be prouder 
than of this; it is the most hopeful and 
redeen1ing fact in history; it is precisely 
what ,vas wanting to raise the love of man 
as man to enthusiasm. An eternal glory has 
been shed upon the human race by the love 
Christ bore to it. And it was because the 
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Edict of Universal Love ,vent forth to men 
\vhose hearts were in no cynical nlood, but 
possessed \vith a spirit of devotion to a 
man, that \vords \vhich at any other time, 
however grandly they might sound, ,vould 
have been but \vords, penetrated so deeply; 
and along with the la,v of love the po\ver 
of love ,vas given. Therefore, also, the first 
Christians \vere enabled to dispense ,vith 
philosophical phrases, and instead of saying 
that they loved the ideal of man in man, 
could simply say and feel that they loved 
Christ in every man. 
" We have here the very kernel of the 
Christian moral scheme." 
" Few of us sympathise originally and 
directly \vith this devotion; fe\v of us can 
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perceIve In human nature itself any merit 


sufficient to evoke it. But it is not so hard 


to love and venerate Him \vho felt it. So 


vast a passion of love, a devotion so com- 


prehensive, elevated, deliberate, and profound, 


has not elsewhere been in any degree ap- 


proached save by some of His imitators. 


And as love provokes love, nlany have 


found it possible to conceive for Christ an 
attachment, the closeness of \vhich no ,vords 


can describe, a veneration so possessing and 


absorbing the man ,vithil1 them, that they 


have said, 'I live no more, but Christ lives 


in me.' N O\V such a feeling carries \vith it 


" 
.... 
) 
--\ 


of necessity the feeling of love for all human 


beings. It matters no longer \vhat quality 
men may exhibit; amiable or unamiable, as 
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the brothers of Christ, as belonging to His 
sacred and consecrated kind, as the objects 
of His IQve in life and death, they must be 
dear to all to whom He is dear. And those 
,vho ,vould for a moment know His heart 
and understand His life must begin by think- 
ing of the whole race of man, and of each 
member of the race, with a,vful reverence 
and hope." (Pp. 164-167.) 


The consequence has been a product alto- 
gether ne\v in the world; that of holiness, 
exhibited in the human life and character:- 


" But that Christ's Inethod, when rightly 
applied, is - really of mighty force may be 
sho\vn by an argument \vhich the severest 
censor of Christians \vill hardly refuse to 
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admit. Compare the ancient with the 
modern \vorld; 'Look on this picture and 
on that.' One broad distinction in the char- 
acters of men forces itself into prominence. 
Among all the men of the ancient heathen 
,vorld there \vere scarcely one or two to 
\vhom 've might venture to apply the epithet 
, holy.' In other words, there \vere not more 
than one or hvo, if any, who besides being 
virtuous in their actions \vere possessed \vith 
an unaffected enthusiasm of goodness, and 
besides abstaining from vice regarded even a 
vicious thought with horror. Probably no one 
\vill deny that In Christian countries this 
higher-toned goodness, \vhich ,ve call holiness, 
has existed. Fe\v ,vill maintain that it has 


been exceedingly rare. 


Perhaps the truth 



17 2 


"ECcE H01l0." 


IS, that there has scarcely been a to\vn in 
any Christian country since the time of Christ, 
,vhere a century has" passed ,vithout exhibit- 
Ing a character of such elevation that his 
mere presence has shamed the bad and made 
the good better, and has been felt at times 
like the presence of God Himself. And if 
this be so, has Christ failed? or can Chris- 
tianity die?" 
"His biography may be summed up In 
the words, 'He went about doing good; , 
His 'VIse ,vords were secondary to His 
beneficial deeds; the latter were not In- 
trod uctory to the former, but the former 
gre\v occasionally, and, as it were, aCCI- 
dentally, out of the latter. The explanation 
of this is that Christ merely reduced to 
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practice His o,vn principle. l-lis morality 
required that the ,velfare and happiness of 
others should not merely be remembered as 
a restraint upon action, but should be made 
the principal motive of action, and \vhat 
He preached In ,vords He preached still 
more impressively and zealously in deeds. 
He set the first and greatest example of 
a life ,vholly governed and guided by the 
passion of humanity. The very scheme and 
plan of His life differed from that of other 
men. He had no personal prospects, no 
fortune to push, no ambitions. A. good man 
before had been understood to be one \vho, 
in pursuit of his own personal happiness, IS 
careful to consider also the happiness of 
those around him, declines all prosperity 
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gained at their expense, employs his leisure 
in relieving some of their wants, and ,vho, 
lastly, in some extreme need or danger 
of those connected with him, his relations 
or his country, consents to sacrifice his 
own life or welfare to theirs. In this 
scheme of life, humanity in its rudimentary 
forms of family feeling or patriotism enters 
as a restraining or regulating principle; only 
In the" extreme case does it become the 
mainspring of action. What ,vith other good 
men was the extreme case, with Christ was 
the rule. In many countries and at many 
different times the lives of heroes had been 


offered up on the altar of filial, or parental, 
or patriotic love. A great impulse had 
overmastered them; personal in terests, the 
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love of life and of the pleasures of life, 
had yielded to a higher motive; the names 
of those who had made the great oblation 
had been held in honour by succeeding 
ages, the place \vhere it was made pointed 
out, the circumstances of it proudly re- 
counted. Such a sacrifice, the CrO\Vnlng act 
of human .goodness when it rises above itself, 
,vas made by Christ, not in some moment of 
elevation, not in some extreme emergency, 
but habitually. This is meant when it is 
said, He went about doing good; nor was 
the sacrifice made for relative, or friend, 
or country, but for all every,vhere ,vho bear 
the name of man." (Pp. 171, 187-189.) 


The author's view of the law of philanthropy, 
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and of the adaptations ,vhich it acquIres frofa 
the circumstances of modern society, is to be 
found in the seventeenth chapter, ,vhich ,vill 
not bear being represented by extracts, and 
in chapters nineteen to hventy-three. 
The subject of Authority, and its place in 
regulating the moral action of the ,vorld, has 
not been evaded. The broad and distinct 
general proposition ,vith regard to its \veight, 
,vhich is contained in the follo,ving extract, 
,vill tempt many readers to \vish for a fuller 
development :- 


(( Preaching is moral suaSIon delivered for- 
mally at stated intervals. In good education 
there is an equal amount of moral suasion, 
delivered far more impressively because de- 
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livered to individuals and at the moment ,vhen 


the need arises, ,vhile besides moral suasion 


other instruments are employed. Of these 
the principal is Authority, a most potent and 
indispensable agent. \Ve have traced above 
the process by which mankind \vere ripened 


for the reception of Christianity. For many 


ages peremptory laws ,vere imposed upon 


different nations, and enforced by a ma- 


chinery of punishment. During these ages, 


out of the whole number of persons ,vho 
obeyed these la,vs very . fe,v either kne,v 
or inquired \vhy they had been imposed. 


But all the time these nations were forming 
habits of action, ,vhich gradually became so 
familiar to them that the nations \vho ,vanted 


similar habits became to them objects of con- 
1\1 
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tempt and disgust as savages. At last the 
time came ,vhen the hidden principle of all 
law ,vas revealed, and Christian humanity be- 
came the self-legislating life of mankind. Thus 
did the La,v bring men to Christ. N ow what 
the La\v did for the race the schoolmaster 
does for the individual. He imposes rules, 
assigning a penalty for disobedience. Under 
this rule the pupil grows up, until order, 
punctuality, industry, justice and mercy to his 
school-fello\vs becolne the habits of his life. 
Then when the time comes, the strict rule 
relaxes, the pupil is taken into the master's 
confidence, his obedience becomes reasonable, 
a living morality." (Pp. 219, 220.) 


The law of the Christian Sabbath IS also 
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touched, too briefly for our desires, in p. 222; 
as is that commutation of "personal service in 
the cause of humanity" (p. 224) for money 
payments, often none of the most copious, 
to which the modern arrangement of work- 
ing by societies, in many respects excellent, 
and apparently indispensable at the pre- 
sent day, yet cannot but afford an unhappy 
facili ty. 
The depth of the mercy of Christ to women 
\vho have compromised their own peculiar 
glory, is exhibited in discussing two incidents 
\vhich, says the author, may be seen as speci
 
mens of Christ's redeeming po\ver. And here 
we come upon that great issue, \vhich ought 
in truth to be used as a touchstone of all 
religions and of all states of society, their 
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effect upon the character and social position 
of vVoman :- 


"The female sex, in which antiquity saw 
nothing but inferiority, which Plato considered 
intended to do the same things as the male, 
only not so \vell, \vas understood for the first 
time by Christ. His treatment brought out 
its characteristics, its superiorities, its peculiar 
po\ver of gratitude and self-devotion. That 
\voman who dried ,vith her hair the feet she 
had bathed in grateful tears has raised her 
\vhole sex to a higher level. But ,ve are 
concerned \vith her not merely as a \VOnlan, 
but as a fallen wonlan. And it is ,vhen we 
consider her as such that the prodigious force 
and originality of Christ's mcrcy makes itself 
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felt. For it is probably in the case of this 
particular vice that justice ripens the slo\vest 
and the seldomest into mercy. Most per- 
sons In whom the moral sense IS very strong 
are, as we have said, merciful; mercy is In 
general a measure of the higher degrees of 
keenness in the moral sense. But there is a 
limit beyond ,vhich it seems almost Impos, 
sible for mercy, properly so called, to subsist. 
There are certain vices ,vhich seem to indi- 
cate a criminality so engrained, or at least so 
inveterate, that mercy is, as it were, choked 


In the deadly atmosphere that surrounds 
them, and dies for want of that hope upon 
,vhich alone it can live. Vices that are In- 


corrigible are not proper objects of mercy, 
and there are some vices which virtuous 
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people are found particularly ready to pro- 
nounce incorrigible. Fe\v brave men have 
any pity to spare for a confirmed co,vard. 
....t\.nd as cowardice seems to him who has the 
instinct of manliness a fatal vice in n1an, as 
implying an absence of the indispensable con- 
dition of masculine virtue, so does confirmed 
unchastity in ,\\Tomen seenl a fatal vice to 
those who reverence womanhood. And there- 
fore little mercy for it is felt by those \vho 
take a serious vie\v of sexual relations. There 
are multitudes who think lightly of it, and 
therefore feel a good deal of compassion for 
those who suffer at the hands of society such 
a terrible punishment for it. There are others 
\vho can have mercy on it while they contem- 
plate it, as it were, at a distance, and do not 
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realise ho\v mortal to the very soul of \voman- 
hood is the habitual desecration of all the 
sacraments of love. Lastl y., there are some 
\vho force themselves to have mercy on it 
out of reverence for the example of Christ. 
But of those who see it near, and ,vhose 
moral sense is keen enough to judge of it, 
the greater number pronounce it incurable. 
vVe kno\v the pitiless cruelty with \vhich vir- 
tuous \vomen commonly regard it. vVhy IS 
it that in this one case the female sex IS 
more hard-hearted than the male? Probably 
because in this one case it feels more strongly, 
as might be expected, the heilJ.ousness of the 
offence; and those men who criticise \vomen 
for their cruelty to their fallen sisters do not 
really judge from the advanced stage of 
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mercy, but from the lo,ver stage of insensi- 
bility. It is commonly by love itself that 
men learn the sacredness of love. Yet, 
though Christ never entered the realm of 
sexual love, this sacredness seems to have 
been felt by Him far more deeply than by 
other men. \Ve have already had an oppor- 
tunity of observing this in the case of the 
\voman taken In adultery. He exhibited on 
that occasion a profound delicacy of ,vhich 
there is no other example in the ancient 
\vorld, and which anticipates and excels all 
that is noblest in chivalrous and finest in 
modern manners. In His treatment of the 
prostitute, then, how might we expect Him 
to act ? Not, surely, with the ready tolerance 
of men, ,vhich is but laxity; ,ve might expect 
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from Him rather the severity of women, \yhich 


IS purity. Disgust will overpower Him here, 


if any\vhere. He will say, 'Thy sin's not 


accidental, but a trade. . . . 'Tis best that 


thou diest quickly.' There is no doubt that 


He \vas not vvanting in severity; the grati- 


tude that ,vashed His feet in tears was not 


inspired by mere good-nature. But He found 


mercy too, ,vhere mercy commonly fails even 


in the tender hearts of women. And mercy 


triumphed, ,vhere it commonly dies of mere 


d ." 
espalr. 


(Pp. 247- 2 49.) 


Worthy of special notice is the treatment 


in pp. 267-8 of the Pharisees, as what may 


be called the "sepulchre-builders," \vith their 


successors in all times: but let us hasten on 
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to the concluding chapter. Once more he 
presents to us a glowing picture of the Christ 
of the Gospels:- 


"Once more, ho,v is this enthusiasm kindled? 
All virtues perpetuate themselves in a manner. 
When the pattern is once given it ,vill be 
printed in a thousand copies. This enthu- 


slasm, then, was shown to men In its most 
consummate form in Jesus Christ. From Him 
it flows as from a fountain. How it was 


kindled in Hinl who knows? 'The abysmal 
deeps of personality' hide this secret. . . . . 
But since Christ sho\ved it to men, it has been 
found possible for then1 to imitate it, and 
every new inlitation, by bringing the marvel 
visibly before us, revives the power of the 
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original. As a matter of fact the enthusiasm 
is kindled constantly In new hearts, and 
though in few it burns brightly, yet perhaps 
there are not very many in which it altogether 
goes out. At least the conception of morality 
which Christ gave has no\v become the unI- 
versal one, and no man is thought good who 
does not in some measure satisfy it. 
"Living examples are, as a general rule, 
more potent than those of which we read 
in books. And it IS true that the sight of 
very humble degrees of Christian humanity 
in action .will do more to kindle the enthu- 
siasm, in most cases. than reading the most 
impressive scenes In the life of Christ. It 
cannot, therefore, be said that Christ is the 
ùirect source of all humanity. It is handed 
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on like the torch from runner to runner In 
the race of life. Still it not only exists In 
Christ in a pre-eminent degree, but the cir- 
cumstances of His life and death gave pre- 
eminent opportunities of displaying it. The 
story of His life will always remain the one 
record in \vhich the moral perfection of man 
stands revealed in its root and its unity, the 
hidden spring made palpably manifest by 
\vhich the whole machine is moved. And as, 
in the \vill of God, this unique Man was 
elected to a unIque sorro\v, and holds as 
undisputed a sovereignty in suffering as In 
self-devotion, all lesser examples and lives 
,vill for ever hold a subordinate place, and 
serve chiefly to reflect light on the central 
and original Example. In His ,vounds all 
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human sorrows will hide themselves, and all 
human self-denials support themselves against 
His cross." (Pp. 321, 322.) 


This passage appears to us, \vithout assert- 
ing, to disclose-and thus to teach more 
,vinningly than if it drily asserted-that dis- 
tinction in kind behveen the life and char- 
acter of our Lord, and the lives and char- 
acters of other men, good and great in their 
measure, \vhich forms at once the most natu- 
ral and the most solid ground for the new 
conviction of His Deity in minds that have 
yet to learn the Christian alphabet, and 
\vhich strengthens and refreshes that con- 
viction, ,vhere it has been from the cradle up- 
,yards an original and prinlal truth. I have 
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olnitted the few words which fill the blank: 
" It vvas the will of God to beget no second 
Son like Him;" for they seem to deal with 
things that we kno\v not of, and are ill able 
to touch. 
Presently the author gIves us a solemn and 
much-needed warning:- 


" The creed which makes human nature 
richer and larger, makes nlen at the same 
time capable. of profounder sins; admitted 
into a holier sanctuary, they are exposed to 
the temptation of a greater sacrilege; awak- 
ened to the sense of ne,v obligations, they 
sometimes lose their simple respect for the 
old ones; saints that have resisted the 
subtlest temptations sometimes begin again, 
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as it \vere, by yielding without a struggle 
to the coarsest; hypocrisy has become ten- 
fold more ingenious and better supplied with 
disguises; in short, human nature has inevit- 
ably developed do\vn\vards as well as up- 
wards; and if the Christian ages be com- 
pared with those of heathenism they are found 
worse as ,veIl as better, and it is possible to 
make it a question whether mankind has 
gained on the whole." (P. 326.) 


Yet I venture to record dissent from the 
concluding words. No doubt \vickedness is 
more \vicked now, as \vell as goodness holie
 
and higher, than it ,vas in ante-Christian 
times. But surely the question, whether 
" mankind has gained on the whole?" is one 
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that \ve may regard as carried by the aIrs 
of heaven out of the ocean of argument 
into the haven, for us at least, of admitted 
truth. It IS enough to appeal to social 
changes of a palpable character and of the 
broadest range. Take, for instance, the up- 
lifted idea and state of woman; the second, 
and we may trust final, triumph, no\v all but 
accomplished, of the Gospel over slavery in 
its modern and most insidious form; the 
general retirement of social infamies into the 
shade; the acknowledgment of the obligation 
to provide systenlatically for the sick, the 
so rro\ving, and the very poor; the creation 
and visible gro,vth of some idea of right as 
bet\veen nations, however separated; the ac- 
kno,vledgment of peace, and not war, as the 
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natural and normal state of man; the en- 


deavour, not always unsuccessful, to create by 


municipal law a legal and judicial equality 
on behalf of all members of the community, 
in despite of all the contrasts of fortune and 


even of character. These are some of the 


changes effected by Christianity in the very 


same regions, and among the same races, 


and no,v become part of the patrimony of 
civilisation, which appear to be in themselves 


decisive. And if they are in themselves de- 


cisive, the force of the decision is much en- 


hanced, when it is borne in mind that all 


this ground has been made good at a time 
\vhen, through the wider prevalence of a 
quickened intelligence, a far more extended 


scope and range than the old world ever 
N 
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kne\v have been given to those temptations 
to selfishness and sin, (in every fornl except 
that of violence,) which beset on the right 
hand and on the left the path of every human 
pilgrinl as he travels towards his home. 
Finally, it is In no narro\v spirit that the 
author exhibits to us the Church of Christ 
standing In the midst of the triumphs of 
'v hich it has been the organ:- 


"The triumph of the Christian Church is 
that it is therc,-that the most daring of all 
speculative dreams, instead of being found 
impracticable, has been carried into effect, 
and, \vhen carried into effect, instead of being 
confined to a fe\v select spirits, has spread 
itself over a vast space of the earth's surface, 
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and, when thus diffused, instead of gIvIng 
place after an age or t\VO to something more 
adapted to a later time, has endured for 
two thousand years; and, at the end of t\VO 
thousand years, instead of lingering as a mere 
\vreck spared by the tolerance of the lovers 
of the past, still displays vigour and a capa- 
city of adjusting itself to nevv conditions; and 
lastly, in all the transformations it under- 
goes, remains visibly the same thing, and 
inspired by its Founder's universal and un- 
quenchable spirit." 
"The achievement of Christ, in founding 
by His single \vill and po\ver a structure so 
durable and so universal, is like no other 
achievement which history records. The mas- 
terpieces of the mcn of action are coarse and 
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common In companson ,vith it, and the nlas- 
terpieces of speculation flimsy and unsub- 
stantial. \Vhen we speak of it the common- 
places of admiration fail us altogether. Shall 
\ve speak of the originality of the design, of 
the skill displayed in the execution? All 
such terms are inadequate. Originality and 
contriving skill operated, indeed, but, as it 
were, implicitly. The creative effort \vhich 
produced that against \vhich, it is said, the 
gates of hell shall not prevail, cannot be 
analysed. No architects' designs ,vere fur- 
nished for the New Jerusalem, no committee 
dre\v up rules for the Universal Common- 
\vealth. If in the \vorks of Nature \ve can 
trace the indications of calculation, of a 
struggle \vith difficulties, of precaution, of 
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ingenuity, then in Christ's \vork it may be 
that the same indications occur. But these 
inferior and secondary powers were not con- 
sciously exercised; they were implicitly pre- 
sent in the manifold yet single creative act. 
The inconceivable work \vas done in calm- 
ness; before the eyes of men it was nOIse- 
lessly accomplished, attracting little attention. 
Who can describe that which unites men? 
Who has entered into the formation of speech, 
which is the symbol of their union? Who 
can describe exhaustively the origin of civil 
society? He who can do these things can 
explain the origin of the Christian Church. 
For others, it lTIUst be enough to say, 'The 
Holy Ghost fell on those that believed.' No 
man saw the building of the New Jerusalem, 
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the \vorkmen crowded together, the unfinished 
walls and unpaved streets; no man heard the 
clink of trowel and pickaxe; it descended out 
of heaven fro1Jz God." (Pp. 3 2 7, 3 2 9, 33 0 .) 


With this noble specImen of the author's 
eloquence the volume closes. I have already 
spoken of the method it pursues with refer- 
ence to its main object-the exhibition of the 
august, though simple, figure of our Lord in 
His Life ånd Work. Next to this In power 
is his conception of the institution to ,vhich 
the prosecution of that work from the day 
of Pentecost on\vard was committed, and by 
which the most ethereal and sublime specu- 
lation ever opened to the flight of the 
imagination was reduced to a body of fact 
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without rival In human expenence. Nor 
should the reader pass unnoticed the broad 
and masculine grasp \vith which this work 
handles the subject of Christian morality, 
both personal and social. And it IS doubt- 
less needful that popular theology, which, 
like everything else, tends to settle do\vn 
into mere formulas, should thus be shaken 
up from time to time, and measured and 
adjusted by its eternal standards: that \ve 
may come at least nearer to a sense how 
truly the treasure is divine \vhich is lodged 
un\vorthily in us poor earthen vessels: ho\v 
the dispensation provided for us in Christ 
our Lord, without in the least pretending to 
solve off-hand all the problems that surround 
and perplex our state, yet is thoroughly 
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adapted to all our capacities as well as all 
our practical and present needs: how lofty 
it is, and yet how lo\vly; ho\v sublime, and 
yet how solid; with its head in the highest 
heavens, and \vith its feet upon the solid 
earth. 
I must not close without wishing the 
author well in what remains unaccomplished 
of his work. \Vhat and ho\v much that is 
the public is una\vare; and In what manner 
he will acquit himself we can only augur 
from the powerful specimen of his handiwork 
\vhich is already before us. It is to be 
hoped that the consciousness of his strength 
will not lead him to attempt too much. To 
trace historically and philosophically the con- 
struction of the Christian system in institu- 
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tions and in doctrines, \vould be the \vork, not 
(so to speak) of stolen leisure, but of a life; 
and would require not less of reverence than 
of courage, of caution than of comprehen- 
sIon. Let us, however, leave to the exercise 
of his freedom one \vhom we have already 
thanked for his use of it. To him, or to any 
of us, it \vill be a great calamity should he 
in such a matter be misled. But what has 
here been \vritten, if it could be supposed to 
have a value, is not a retaining fee: it is 
simply a record of service done, and of grati- 
tude gallantly and fairly earned. 
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Crown 8vo. 58. 
Days of Yore. 
U The concentrated power which we disappoints us: each has' the virtue 
admire in 'Citoyenne Jacqueline' is of a full draught in a few drops :' and 
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, Days of Yore.' No story in the book written. "-PalllJlall Gazette. 
Crown 8vo. 68. 
Citoyenne Jacqueline 
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nth century reminis- 
is apparent here also. The first tales cences is very like the delightful eJlit- 
in this volume give us some of the chat with whiph Thackeray inrlulgeù 
finest descriptions of scenery we have his readers so often. "-Spectator. 
ever read, while the meditati\.e mood 
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tion, and wekome it as fitted, in a 
very remarkable manner, to quicken 
genuine and deep religious feeling, 
and to impart earllf
stness and force 
to the religious life. "-NonconJo1'nList. 


3 vols. demy 8vo. 158. each. 
The Prophetical "\Vritings of E. Irving. 
Yo!. I. now ready. 
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day. . . . Defoe ;'\nd :Mr. Gilbert bition of the Academy: and we most 
alone of English novelists seem to heartily thank :Mr. Gilbert for this, 
give the ore of English life, while which, while no doubt his most suc- 
other novelists of equal power give cessful, seems to 1)e also his most pur- 
only the extracted metal. . . . We poseful book. "-The Eclectic. 
think 'De Profuwlis' the most power- "Mr. Gilbert has a dramatic faculty 
ful of )11'. Gilùert's powerful stories. " whieh lllauy professed dramatists 
-Spectator. might well envy, and a purity of style 
"He engraves with a pen of iron which, in his department of literature, 
Rnrl the point of a diamond; his has only been surpassed by Defoe." 
paintings are like the most unrelieved -Nonconformist. 
of }lillais'. They call to mind the 
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"A series of life-like character- 
pictures. If 1\11'. Buchanan writes no 
more, he will have permanently en- 
riched English literature by what he 
has already accomplished. "-British 
Q1wrterly Review. 
"There is something very graceful 
in everyone of these dozen 'London 
Idyls,' and it is the grace of thorough 
completeness and proportion- the 
sound mind in the sound body-so far 
superior to any mere polish or trick of 
style. Several are exquisitely touch- 
ing. "-Church and State Revie'w. 
" We hardly know of any narrative 
poetry greater than is found in some 
of these sad and mourning lines. . . . 
These verses have been lived before 
they were written down."-Athenæum. 


" No volume has appeared for many 
years in London which so certainly 
announces a poetic fame."-Spectator. 
"As a poet combining simplicity 
with pathos and a wonderful talent 
for giving to his subjects the forms of 
reality and life 1\11'. Buchanan is un- 
surpassed. Among contemporaries 
and recent writers he is unequalled.." 
-Court Circular. 
"They are in their subject so pa- 
thetic-so repelling, one might almost 
say; in their realism so pre-Raphaelite; 
and yet in their poetic treatment so 
delicately and tenderly artistic; that 
one cannot choose but wonder and 
admire, and be sad over them."- 
Morning Star. 


Small 8vo. 58. 
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"Mr. Buchanan is a man of original 
genius; such faculty as he has is in- 
dependent. individual. And if we look 
closely into his poems we shall be 
struck with the fact that, although 
quite free from mannerism or eccen- 
tricity, which would call attention to 
any marked peculiarity isolating him 
from contemporaries, his thought and 
IòItyle are distinctively his own. He 
has none of the showy graces which 
make inconsiderate readers exclaim, 
'How clever, how poetical!' While 
reading the poems you never think of 
the poet. It is only in the afterglow 
of emotion you think of him, and then 


you know what rare power was needed 
to produce so genuine an effect."- 
Art. "Rol)ert Buchanan," by G. H 
Lewes, in the Fortnightly Review. 
"One of the most charming volume. 
of poetic narrative that we know."- 
Pall .J! all Gazette. 
, , We do not call to mind any volume 
of modern poetry so rich in tenderl)' 
told story, beautifully painted picture, 
and abundant, spontaneous music."- 
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"One who can write thus has a 
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heart and brain, they are fun of 
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ship, and dramatic power almost 
unexampled in this half centur;y:'- 
I llustrated Times. 


"It is life from within that in these 
pages invests the ancient myths with 
fresh meaning and beauty. Yet luxu- 
riance of descriptive power there i.i 
too."-Scot
ntan. 
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1\Ian and the Gospel. 
I 
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it treats are as varied as they are 
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Read in the Light of the Present Day. 
"No one can so fittingly explain the I a comparison, and who has, moreover, 
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Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. 
Speaking to the Heart. 
"Dr. Guthrie never speaks without I nature. They glow, they sparkle, they 
speaking to the heart; but these dis- burn with intense feeling. We have 
courses bear with unwonteù vividness I seldom looked into a more fascinating 
the impress of his great emotional book."-English Churchman. 
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Small 8vo. 5s. 
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and originality of thought in treating 
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- Churchman. 


"The volume cannot fail to esta- 
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merit."-.1Iforning Post. 


Small 8vo. 58. 
Master and Scholar, and other Poems. 
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add to Professor Plumptre's repu- own favourite Keble."-Westlltinste1' 
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Small 8vo. 6s. 
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"There is a degree of freshness and I the ring of true metal, and are of 
of originality about 
(r. Plumptre's intrinsic value, independently of their 
sermons whieh is wanting in a large I suitableness to the immediate purpose 
majority of discourses. They contain of their delivery."-Press. 


Demy 8vo. price 128. 
Christ and Christendom; 
Being the Boyle Lectures for 1866. 
" A learned, thoughtful, and candid spicuous coincidences of the Gospel 
book, able in a literary sense, catholic hislory."-Spectator. 
in tonc and spirit, full of the minute 
study aml spel'ial knowledge of a life 
devoted to divinity, and one which 
will, for many minds, throw fresh 
ligllt on the subtler an(l less con- 


" One of the most valuable and un- 
answerahle defences of Christianity 
that have lately aI)peared."-London 
Review. 


8vo. sewed, 6d. 
Sunday. 
"A learned, comprehensive, and singularly candid and valuable treatise."- 
Scotsmcm. 
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WORKS BY ALEX 
NDER SMITH. 


Crown 8vo. 68. with Coloured Frontispiece. 
A Sumlner in Skye. 


"Mr. Smith has great command of 
language. Every page displays in- 
genious expressions, highly wrought 
comparisons, minute descriptions. 'A 
Summer in Skye' is to us very in- 
teresting indeed." -Saturday Review. 
" With the exception of Mr. Ruskin 
and :Mr. Kingsley, we shoul<l ùe 
puzzled where to go amongst living 
authors for better word-painting."- 
Reader. 
" There are passages in the present 
volume which show the author's mar- 
yellous power of reproducing at will 
the magnificent effects of mountain 


scenery-passages in wllich a play of 
fancy and a true poetic insight strongly 
reinforce an illustration already pre- 
sented with great facilit.y of expres- 
sion and rich colouring."-Noncon- 
jO'r1nist. 
"Mr. Alexander Smith speaks of 
Boswell's Journal as 'delicious read- 
ing :' his own work, though after a 
very ditierent fashion, aft()l'ds delicious 
readi.ng also. His egothHll is never 
offensive; it is very often charming. 
If the traveller is sometimes lost ill 
the essayist, who will not prefer an 
Elia to a Pennant? "-Daily News. 


Crown 8vo. 38. 6d. 


Dreamthorp: 
A Book of Essays written in the Country. 
cc. . . A book to be read in the I woods. It is exquisitely printed, 
spirit of lazy leisure, to the sound handy, handsome, and cheap. "-Athc- 
of bubbling brooks and whispering næum. 


Crown 8vo. 68. 


Alfred Hagart's Household. 


" The author raints with the most 
ordinary colours, ùut he has Opie's 
receipt for mixing them' with brains.' 
It is his skill not only in selecting the 
most attractive and suggestive traits 
of character, but in eXIJl'essing them 
in the most graceful and suggestIve 
language, that gives unusnal interest 
to ' Alfred Hagart's Household.' TIle 
author has the poet's power uf trans- 
latiug tersely what he interprets from 
nature, of condensing vague feelings 
into tangihle and gracefnl shape, and 
of mirroring by a simile what descrip- 
tion would render inadequately. . . . 
:Mr. Smith invests the silUI)lest every- 


day characters and incidents with a 
freslmess and grace whiell charm us." 
-Pall Mall Gazette. 
"It is a sort of prose idyl, as dra- 
matic in its details as 'Hermann anù 
Dorotheas.' "-Athenæll71t. 
"We want novelists with a touch 
of poetry in them. We want novelist!iÞ 
whose love of the poetic willl)reServe 
them from sensational ahsurdities. 
Sudl a novelist we find in 1\11'. Smith." 
- Press. 
" No onf> can reac1 ' Alfred Hagart'!S 
Honsehoid ' without n sense of keen 
enjoyment. "-G'ltanUan. 
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WORKS BY THE .MJTHOR OF "STUDIES 
FOR STORIES." 


Crown 8vo. Illustrated, 5s. 


A Sister's Bye-Hours. 


Crown 8vo. Illustrated, 5s. 


Studies for Stories from Girls' Lives. 


Simple in style, warm with human 
affection, and written in faultless 
English, these five stories are studies 
for the artist, sermons for the thought- 
ful, and a rare souree of delight for all 
who ean find pleasure in really good 
works of prose fiction. . . _ They are 
prose poems."-Athenæ7tm. 
" Each of these studies is a drama in 
itself illu:strative of the operation of 


some particular passion - such as 
envy, misplaced ambition, sentimen- 
talism, indolence, jealousy. In all of 
them the actors are 
Toung girls, and 
we cannot imagine a better book for 
young ladies. "-Pall Nall Gazette. 
"There could .not be a better book 
to put into the hands of young ladies." 
-Spectator. 


Square 16mo. Illustrated, 3s. 6d. 


Stories Told to a Child. 


.. There is more real faculty in some 
of these brief tales than ('ould be 
found l)y analysis in half the success- 
ful novels now published One mOHt 
pleasant thing about the book is, that 
though it is written for ehildren by a 
brain capable of instructing the minds 
and ennobling the thoughts of grown 
l)eople, there is no coming down to 
nursery intellects. The author's efforts 
are simply wide enough to embrace 
tllem. and catholic enough to be to 


them like the wholesome sunshine and 
wind. More than this it is not easy 
to say, but that may be said with 
entire confidence. Besides, there is a 
goodness about Miss Ingelow's stories, 
a vigour without rudeness, a piety 
without cant, a wholesome motherli- 
ness, which places them amongst the 
safest as well as the most intellif!'ent 
things of the sort that we know of."- 
Pall lrlall Gazette. 
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WORKS BY JOHN DE LIEFDE. 
t 


2 Volumes, post 8vo. Illustrated, 22s. 
Six Months among. the Charities of 
Europe. 
* ** This VV ork describes, among other representative charities 011 
the Continent, the large establishments devoted to the care of the 
Indigent, the Blind, the Fatherless, the Aged Poor, the Neglected 
",Yomen and Children, and the Discharged Prisoners. 
"The many thousands of English valuable to all those who have to 
readers who are ready at home to take manage institutions of the kind."- 
part in such works, and who would Globe. 
know, by faithful and pleasant report, "This book is excellent. It will be 
what has been achieved elsewhere by eagerly read by persons of practical 
the beneficent energies of earnest men benevolence. It shows how much can 
and women, will find in this book a be done by determination and single- 
full body of the most pertinent infor- ness of purpose to diminish the sum of 
mation, full of encouragement and human suffering, and to promote the 
good suggestions."-Examiner. happiness of mankind. The author 
"Mr. de Liefde's book is readable, writes conscientiously of what he has 
interesting, stimulating. It shows how observed, and gathers together an 
moral energy will overcome obstacles immense amount of experience and 
that seem enormous, how faith and history relating to various kinds of 
enthusiasm move mountains."-Fort- charities. Such a work cannot fail to 
nightly Review. be extensively appreciated."-Daily 
"The author's method is especially News. 


Small 8vo. Illustrated, 38. 6d. 
The Postman's Bag. 
A Story-Book for Boys and Girls. 
"This little volume is simple, art- a story-book, fullofinfectious.oumour, 
less, and Christian. We know several racy anecdote, youthful freshness, and 
little children who are never weary of warm-hearted religion. In this pretty 
these stories, and we are sure that little volume we do not get any of his 
ther can learn from them nothing but more elaborate tales; it is professedly 
what is good:'-Lonclon Review. a book 'for boys and girls,' and is 
"Commend us to Mr. de Liefde for a made up of short stories and fables, 
. pleasant story, whether in the parlour the very things to win children's 
or on the printed page. Heis himself hearts."-Patriot. 


Crown 8vo. 58. 
The Romance of Charity. 
Being an Account of some Remarkable Institutions on the 
Continent. 
Crown 8vo. 
Truth in Tales. 


[In tlte Press. 
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WORKS BY HORACE BUSHNELL, D.D. 


Crown 8vo. 78. 6d. 
The Vicarious Sacrifice, 
Grounded on Principles of Universal Obligation. 
"This work is an important con- l one can rise from its study without 
tribution to theological literature, having his mind enlarged by its pro- 
whether we regard the amount of found speculation, his devotion stirred 
thought which it contains, the syste- I by its piety, and his faith established 
matic nature of the treatise, or the on a broader basis of thought and 
practical effect of it::; teaching. No knowledge."-Guardian. 
Crown 8vo. 38. 6d. 
Nature and the Supernatural, 
As Together constituting the One System of God. 
u It is a work of great ability, and I and ingenious."-Edinburgh Review. 
full of thought which is at once true 


Crown 8vo. 68. 
Christ and IIis Salvation, 
In Sermons variously related thereto. 
"These sermons are distinguished I merely of religiouR faith and feeliug, 
from the ordinary discourses of the but of religious genius." -.Atlantic 
pulpit by being the product not Monthly. 


Crown 8vo. 38. 6d. 
Life. 


" We have here a Chl'istian lH'eacher 
dealing with some of the profound est 
themes of Christian experience, with 
an insight into the working of the 
human soul, a grasp amI breadth of 
thought, and a depth of experience, 
such as we have never seen equalled. 


The New 
I 
I 
I 


The soul of the reader of this volume 
comes into vital contact with another 
soul \\'hi("h has reflected deep on life's 
great prol)] ems, lIas suffered in life's 
struggles, and founfl a healing balm in 
Chrh;t's works, and repose in com- 
munion with God."-Patriot. 


Crown 8vo. 68. 
Christian Nurture, 
Or the Goùly Upbringing of Children. 
" The thinking is original, vigorous, I pleasure of no transient character."- 
and slwgestive. The book is one that illontrose Standard. 
cannot be read without profit and 


Crown 8vo. 38. 6d. 
Wark and Play. 
U This book is a collection of papers I worthy of the writer is sufficient 
on gCllcral sUQjects, treateù in a re- recollunendation."-Baptist./IIagazine. 
ligious spirit. To say that they are 
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WORKS BY GEORGE MAC DONALD, M.A. 


Crown 8vo. 68. 


The Disciple, and other Poems. 


Crown 8vo. price 58. 


Unspoken Sermons. 


"True and heautifnl thought. musi- 
cally and eloquently expressed."- 
Pall Mall Gazl'tte. 
" Readers will rejoice over these ser- 
mons as those who have gotten great 
spoil." _lIT 011 CO lIformíst . 
" 'Unspoken Sermons,' by George 
:MacDonald, bring us to the feet of a 
very charming preacher. We do not 
acquiesee in some of his theology; 
and there are sentiments in this 
volume to whieh we must take ex- 
ception. But ill George :l\IacDonald's 
company the very air seems impreg- 


nated with love, purity, and tender- 
ness. We seem to be under an Italian 
sky; and the harshness, whether of 
individual or national temperament, 
is wonderfulJy checked. A loving 
heart reveals to us tlle heart which is 
the fountain of love, and sends us 
away ashamed of our harsh and bitter 
feelings. and prayillgto be able to love 
more both Him who is Love and those 
who ou
ht eyer to be dear to us fur 
His sake."-Dr. Guthrie's "Su1lda1l 
lt1 () gazi ne. " 


Square 16mo. 28. 6d., Illustrated hy ARTHUR HUGHES. 


Dealings V\Tith the Fairies. 


"Mr. }\fa('donald writes as though 
he had lived a long time in Fairy Land, 
and not f['Om vague reports, but from 
notes taken on the spot."-8pcct(ltor. 
"}Ir. Hughes has illustrated these 
Fairy Tales with much skill: and the 
charming little volume, if it did not 
make us wish to be young again, did 


more, for whilp we were reading, so 
great was the magic of the En('hanter's 
'Vand, we beeame young once more, 
and clapped our venerable hands over 
the tears of the Light PriUl
ess, and 
the !!roans of 1\Ir. 'l'hunderthump."- 
British Quarterly Re'View. 


Popular Eùition, crown 8vo. cloth, 68. 
Annals of a Quiet N eighbourhood. 


" It is as full of music as was Pros- 
pero's island: rich in strains that take 
the ear captive and linger long upon 
it. "-Saturday Review. 
"A true and noble work."-Daily 
}{e'l1's. 
"Whoever reads this story once 


will read it m:my times. It SllOWS all 
almost supernatural insight into the 
working-s of the human heart."-Pall 
M(lll fiazcfte. 
"This story is one that only a man 
of genius could have written."-E:c.- 
aminer. 
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WORKS BY NORMAN MACLEOD, D.D. 


ONE OF HER l\IAJESTY'S CHAPLAINS. 


Two Vols. crown 8vo. 168. 
1'he Starling. 
A Scotch Story. 
Third Thousand, with Seventy Illustrations, small 4to. 148. 
Eastward: 


Travels in Egypt, Palestine, and Syria. 
Sixteenth Thousand, crown 8vo. cloth, 38. 
The Earnest Student: 


Being 1\:1emorials of John :Mackintosh. 
New Edition, with Illustrations, crown 8vo. cloth, 38. 6d. 
The Old Lieutenant and His Son. 


Ninth Thonsand, crown 8vo. 38. 6d. 
Parish Papers. 


Eleventh Thousand, with Illustrations, gilt extra, 38. 6d. 
rfhe Gold Thread: 


A Story for the Young. 
Thirty-fifth Thousand, 6d. 
Wee Davie. 


Second and Cheaper Edition, crown 8y'0. 68. 
Reminiscences of a Ilighland Parish. 


Small 8vo. cloth, 28. 6d. 
Simple Truth spoken to Working People. 


Yew Edition, in l)reparation, 
The Home School. 
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BOO K S FOR THE YOU N G. 


Square 16mo. Illustrated, 18. 6d. 
The Will-o' -the-Wisps are in Town; 
And other New Tales. 
By HA:KS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN. . 


Square 16mo. Illustrated, 28. 6d. 
Edwin's Fairing. 
By EDWARD MONRO, J\I.A. 


Square 16mo. Illustrated, 28. 6d. 
Æsop's Fables. 


Square 16mo. Illustrated, 28. 6d. 
Lilliput Levee: 
Poems of Childhood, Child-fancy, ancl Child-like :Moods. 


Square 8vo. Illustrated, 38. 6cl. 
Wordsworth's Poems for the Young. 


Square 16mo. Illustrated, 38. 6d. 
Stories told to a Child
 
By the Author of "Studies for Stories." 


Square 16mo. Illustrated, 38. 6d. 
Poems Written for a Child. 


By Two FRIE
DS. 
Uniform with" Stories Told to a Child." 


Square 16mo. Il
u"trated, 28. 6el. 
'fhe Washer\voman's Foundling. 
By 'VILLIAM GILBERT. 
B 
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LIST OF wonKS PUBLISHED BY 


BOOKS FOR WORKING PEOPLE. 


Seventy-second Tho:usand, crown 8vo. boards, Is. 6d. 
Better Days for W orkin
 People. 
By 'VILLIAM G. BLAIKIE, D.D. F.R.S.E. 


Fifth Thousand, crown 8vo. cloth, 38. 6d. 
I-Ieads and Hands in the World of Labour. 
By'VILLIAM G. BLAIKIE, D.D. F.R.S.E. 


Crmvn 8vo. boards, Is. 6d. 
Counsel and Cheer for the Battle of Life. 
By 'VILLIAM G. BLAIKIE, D.D. F.R.S.E. 


Crown 8vo. boards, Is. 6d. 
The Representation and Education of 
the People. 
Lectures delivered at the W orking 
ien'B College. 
By FREDERICK DENISON lIiAURICE, 1tI.A. 


Small 8vo. cloth, 2s. 6d. 
Simple Truth spol{en to Working People. 
By N ORMAN 
IACLEOD, D. D. One of Her :Majesty's Chaplains. 


Small 8vo. sewed, 6cl. 
Plain Words on I-Iealth. 
Lay Sermons to 'V orking reople. 
By JOHN BROWN, :l\1.D. 


Small crown 8vo. 28. 6d. 
Progress of the Working Classes from 
1832 to 1867. 


By J. :M:. LUDLOW and LLOYD JONES. 
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DEVOTIONAL AND RELIGIOUS BOOKS. 


Cloth antique, Is. 6d. 
Personal Piety: 
A Help to Christians to "\Valk worthy of their Calling. 
Cloth antique, Is. 6d. 
The Sunday Evening Book for Family 
Reading. 
Cloth antique, Is. 6d. 
Aids to Prayer. 


Small 8vo. cloth antique, 3s. 6d. 
Christian Companionship for Retire{l 
Hours. 


Small 8vo. 3s. 6d. 
Conversion. 
By the Rev. ADOLPH SAPHIR. 
Small 8vo. Is. 6d. 
The Higher Christian Life. 
By the Rev. "\V. E. BOARDMAN. 
Small 8vo. Is. 6d. 
The 'Vay Home. 
By the Rev. CHARLES BULLOCK. 
Small 8vo. Is. 
Blind Bartimeus, and his Great Physician. 
By the Rev. 'V. G. HOGE. 
Limp cloth, Is. 
The Still Hour. 
By AUSTIN PHELPS. 
Small 8vo. 2s. 6d. 
Man's Rene\val. 
By AUSTIN PHELPS, Author of "The Still Hour. 
B 2 
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Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. 


The Treasure-book of Devotional 
Reading. 
Edited by BENJAl'tlIN ORME, ],}I.A. 


"This is a beautiful book, but its 
contents are even better than their 
accompaniment. Such a book, we 
feel, is not to be criticised save by one 
who :should miss many of his favourite 
authors. But this is not likely to be 
the case." -Spectator. 
"We willingly bear witness to the 
beauty and soundness of the selected 
passages." -Record. 
" It is the best book of the kind that 
we know of."-Clerical Journal. 
".A volnme rich in beauty and in 
unction, appealing at once to the taste 
and the heart."-Freeman. 


" A beautiful volume, which never 
fails to offer something pleasant and 
profitable to the reader, whereveri 
is opened." - London Quarterly Revieu'. 
"A really valuable selection."- 
Literary Churchman. 
"The selection is a good one."- 
Pall ].I all Gazette. 
"The selections have been made 
with care, and will be prized not 
merely as something to he read in an 
idle hour, but to be pondered over. 
-Literary Churchman. 


Cloth antique, Is. 6d. 


The Path,vay of Promise. 


Small 8vo. 2s. 6d. 


Able to Save; 


Or, Encouragement to Patient 'Vaiting. 
By the Author of "The Pathway of Promise." 


Small 8vo. 2s. 6d. 


The Throne of Grace. 


By the Author of "The Pathway of Promi'3e." 


Sewed, 6d. 
Address to 11Ïs Parishioners. 


By the Author of "The Pathway of Promise. 
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" A Popular Book for Ministers, Teachers, Students, and 
Bible Readers generally." 


The Critical English Testament, 
Being an Adaptation of Bengel's Gnomon, with numerous N otef!, 
showing the Precise Results of :Modern Criticism and Exegesis. 
Edited by Rev. 'V. L. BLACKLEY, J\I.A. amI Rev. JAMES 
HAWES, . 1\1. A. 
* * * The Critical Encrlish Testament is complete in three 
volumes, averaging 700 p
ges each. Books of this class are, as a 
rule, high-priced, anù adapteù to the few rather than to the many. 
But the Publishers mean this Book to be an exception, and have 
accordingly fixed the price at 68. a volume. 
VoL J. THE GOSPELS. 
Vol. II. THE ACTS AND THE PASTORAL EPISTLES. 
VoL III. THE OTHER EPISTLES AND ApOC.AL YPSE. 
OPINIO:NS OF THE PRESS. 
U Of Bengel's · Gnomon,' Archdea- .. The Editors of this valuable work 
con Hare justly said-' He condenses have put before the English reader thl:: 
more matter into a line than can be results of the labours of more than 
extracted from pages of other writers.' twenty eminent commentators. H
 
The · Gnomon' still stands facile prin- who uses the book will find that he is 
ceps.. it needs supplementing, but it reading Bengel's suggestive · Gnomon,' 
has not been superseded. Such sup- modifying it by the critical investiga- 
plement the editors have supplied by tions of Tischendorf and Alford, and 
incorporating the most important re- comparing it with the exegetical works 
bu1ts of modern textual criticism, such of De Wette, Meyer, Olshausen, and 
as are contained in the works of Tis- others, and adding to it also profound 
chendorf, Alford, Ellicott, and others. remarks and glowing sayings from tht. 
A more valuable handbook for the writings of such men as 'l'rench and 
Bible student could not have been Stier."-EvangelicalltIagazine. 
snpplied."-British Quarterly Review. 


Crown 8vo. 38. 6d. Pocket Edition, small 8vo. 28. 
Praying and Working. 
By the Rev. 'V. FLE
nNG STEVENSO.K. 
" The story of the lives of noble and I interest and sympathy, for it touche
 
devoted men. . . . This record of men's the electric chain with which we are 
faith in God'::; help will be read with darkly bound. .'-Athcnæurfl,. 


Crown 8vo. 38. 6d. 
Beginning Life. 
By the Rev. PRINCIP.AL TULLOCH. 
" An excellent book for young men."-Edinbttrgh Revie1'.. 
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Crown 8vo. 6s. 
Scripture Portraits, and other 
J\iliscellanies, 
From the Published Writings of 
A. P. STANLEY, D. D., Dean of 'V estminster. 
2 V ols. demy 8vo. price 36s. 
Lives of Indian Officers, 
Illustrative of the History of the Civil and Military Services of India. 
By JOHN 'VILUAM KAYE, 
Author of "The History of the War in Afghanistan," &c. &c. 
"We say at once that more admira- jects of biography could not have ùeen 
'hly-written and interesting narratives chosen, and higher praise it is impos- 
fire scarcely to be found in any litera- sible to bestow on a writer than to 
ture. We do not envy the man who say, as we do of this author, that he 
could read without deep emotion the is fully equal to such a tlleme. . . . 
lives here given of Conolly, Lawrence, Mr Kaye's 'Lives of Indian Officers' 
and Kicholson ; and we doubt whether will take a high place among the stan- 
the whole range of history can show dard books of England."-Athenæu11". 
more perfect chamcters. Nobler sub- 


Fourth Edition, post 8vo. price 128. 
The Reign of Law. 
By the DUKE OF ARGYLL. 
" A very able book, and very read- ",A very remarkable volume."- 
able."-Times. Examiner. 
. :' ';
s unanswera
le as it is attrac- "As interesting as a fairy tale."- 
tne. -:p'nll ]'Iu.ll (Tazeffe. Illustrnted T"mes 
" TIllS IS a masterly book. . . strong, 
 . 
sound, mature, able thought from its " A reany valuable contribution to 
first page to its last."-Spectator. scienee."-Westminster Review. 


Square 8vo. 58. 
Gerhardt's Spiritual Songs. 
Translated by JOHN KELLY. 


Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d. 
The Words of the Angels; 
Or, their Visits to the Earth, aml the :Messages they delivered. 
By RUDOIJPII STIER, D. D. 


'" The Words of the Angels' is full 
of just and beautiful thought. Each 
narrative of angelic communication is 
carefully and 'beautifully expounded, 


and its meaning and lessons pointed 
out. The huuk is one with which 
every devout reaùel' will be charmed.'" 
-Patriot. 
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Crown 8vo. cloth, 38. 6d. 
Christian Believing and Living. 
By F. D. HU
TINGDON, D.D. 
Small 8vo. 58. 
The Restoration of the Jews 
The History, Principles, and Bearings of the Question. 
Ry DAVID Bnowy, D.D. Author of cc The Second Advent." 
Post 8vo. 68. 
The Philosophy of the Conditioned: 
Sir 'VILLIA].I HA
ILTON and JOHN STUART :l\1ILL. 
By the Rev. HENRY LONGUEVILLE 1\IANsEL, D. D. Oxford. 
" This volume is distinguished by I productions of the author, and is on 
the same clearness of style, cogency of the points criticised a most successful 
argument, accuracy of information, I as well as a most unsparing exposure 
aItd mastery of the subjects, which of :Mill's manifold errors." - British 
characterise all the other valuable Quarterly Review. 
Second Edition, with Additions, 2 vols. 148. 
Henry Holbeach : 
Student in Life and Philosophy. 
A Narrative and a Discussion. 'Vith Letters to 
Ir. 1\Iatthew 
Arnold, Mr. Alexander Bain, 1\fr. Thomas Carlyle, 1\fr. Arthur 
Helps, :Mr. G. H. Lewes, Rev. H. L. :Mansel, Rev. F. D. 
Iaurice, 
:Mr. John Stuart :Mill, and Rev. Dr. J. H. Newman. 
"The brave manner in which mere sweet and serious mind, quick to be 
utilitarianism, materialism, positiv- moved by great ideas, and with native 
ism, anù authority are grappled with, affinities with what is delicate and 
cominces the reaùer that he is in the exquisite. The book is one which will 
hands of one who has read extensively speak pleasantly to tIle cultivated 
and thought profoundly on all the reaùer."-Pall },fall Gazette. 
terrible qnestions of the day."- "Ill the picture of the obscure 
British Quarterly Review. Puritan colony there are touche:> 
"The author seems to be a man of worthy of George Eliot."-Spectaror. 
Deroy 8vo. 78. 6d. 
Ecclesia Dei : 
The Place amI Functions of the Church in the Divine Order of tho 
Universe, and its Relations with the "\V orId. 
U This is a very remarkable work, l Ienee will soon force a way into publiC" 
the execution of a grandly conceived notoriety, and secure a due apprecía- 
theory. . . We fully expect to find tion."-Joh'li. Bull. 
that it.., intriusic and literary excel- 
Crown 8vo. 28. 6d. 
Church Life: 
Its Grounds anù Obligations. 
By the Author of "EccJesia Dei." 
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Crown 8vo. 6s. 
Familiar Lectures on Scientific Subjects. 
By Sir JOHN F. W. HERSCHEL, Bart. 
H A book of most profound and I wonderful discoveries made known to 
romantic scientific charm. . . . With- us by the study of the physical forces 
out any strain of manner, the author I at work on the earth and in the 
paints picture after picture from the heavens."-Spectator. 


Crown 8vo. Illustrated, 6s. 
God's Glory in the Heavens. 
By WILLIA
I LEITCH, D.D. Late Principal of Queen's College, 
Canada. 


" We cannot conclude our notice of 
Dr. Leitch's book without dwelling 
upon the admirable manner in which 
the astronomical facts contained in it 
are blended with practical observa- 
With Thirty-six Illustrations by the Author, printed in Colours by 
Leighton Brothers. Crown 8vo. 9s. 
A Year at the Shore. 


tions and the highest and most enno- 
bling sentiments. It is thus that books 
on popular science should ever be 
written."-The Reader. 


A Companion Book for the Sea-side. 
By PHILIP HENRY GOSSE, F. R.S. 
"A delicious book deliciously illustrated."-lllustrated London News. 
Small 8vo. lllustrated, 68. People's Edition, crown 8vo. Fancy 
Covers, Is. 
The Autocrat of the Breakfast-table. 
By OLIVER WENDELL HOLMER. 
Square 8vo. With Photographs and Plates, 128. 
Our Inheritance in the Great Pyramid. 
By Professor C. PIAZZI SMYTH, F.R.SS.L. and E., Astronomer 
Royal for Scotland. 
"We commend Professor Smyth's I genuine goodness, or stubborn mathe- 
very fascinating, paradoxical, and truly matics, and of adventurous theoriz- 
Christian book on ' Our Inheritance in ing. "-Lo1tdon Quarterly Review. 
the Great Pyxamid' to all lovers of 


Crown 8vo. 6s. 
Views and Opinions. 
By :M:ATTHEW BROWNE. 
" Mr. l\fatthew Browne's volume of I These are rare qualities; and the book 
essays is the work of a highly sensitive in which they are displayeù has few if 
and cultivated mind. There is a rare any recent equals."-Westntinster Re- 
and original vein of sportive humour I view. 
running throughout its pages. . . . 
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Small 8vo. cloth, 58. 
Duchess Agnes, etc. 
By IRA CRAIG. 
"A book of verse which will certainly give Miss Craig a place among the 
sisterhood of living singers."-Athenæum. 
Crown 8vo. 38. 6d. 
The Near and the Heavenly Horizons. 
By the COUNTESS DE GASPARIN. 
"This is a charming book. The I of speaking to everyone 'in their own 
Countess de Gasparin has the touch tongue. "'-Athenæum. 
of genius which has the strange gift 
Small 8vo. 58. 
Human Sadness. 
By the COUNTESS DE GASPARIN. 
"There are times when the soul I has given expression to these desires, 
craves an utterance for its deeper and has done so in beautiful and af- 
longings. The Countess de Gasparin I fecting language. "-London Review. 
Small 8vo. 38. 6d. 
The Higher Educatioll of Women. 
By EMILY DAVIES. 
"There is so much temperance, I it would be a most regrettable thing 
gÐod sense, and originality in bliss if she failed to ensure a wide circle of 
Davies' treatment of the question that readers."-JVestmÍ1tster Review. 
Small 8vo. 48. 
Essays on VV"'oman's Work. 
By BESSIE RAYNER PARKES. 
"Every woman ought to read Miss Parkes's little volume on Woman's 
Work."-Ti7Ms. 


Second Thousand, crown 8vo. 68. 
Vignettes: 
Twel ve Biographical Sketche
. 
By BESSIE RAYNER PARKES. 
"This is a very charming volume. I have hitherto been names and nothing 
It will make many acquainted with more."-British Quarterly Revww. 
persons worthy of being known, who 


Small 8 YO. 58. 
Woman's W orl{ ill the Church. 
Being Historical Notes on Deaconesses and Sisterhoods. 
By JOHN :MALCOLM LUDLOW. 
"Of the importance of the subject I large amOlmt of information, and a 
of this book there can be no question, calm, judicial spirit."-British Q
tm'- 
and Mr. Ludlow has l)rought to its I terly Review. 
discussioll an intense sympathy, a 
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Third a!lJ Cheaper Edition, crown 8vo. with Portrait and 
Woodcuts, 6s. 
Memoirs of the Life and Philanthropic 
Labours of Andrew Reed, D.D. 
Prepared from Autobiographic Sources by his Sons, ANDREW 
REED, B.A. and CHARLES REED, F.S.A. 
"The sons of Andrew Reed have I " A profoundly interesting piece of 
done a good work in publishing this biography."-Weekly.Messenger. 
memorial of their father." -Athenæu?lL. 


Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. 
Story of tIle Lives of Carey, Marshman, 
and Ward. 
By JOHN C. :MARSHMAN. 


Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. 
My Ministerial Experiences. 
By the Rev. Dr. BUCH8EL, Berlin. 
"This is an interesting volume. It I and who maintained the pure gospel 
contains very interesting accounts of in the midst of abounding Rational- 
the German Pietists, amongst whom ism."-Rccord. 
Dr. Buchsel was constantly known, 


Post 8vo. 7 s. 6d. 
Tangled 'falk. 
An Essayist's Holiday. 
" 'Tangled Talk' is the work of a of which may readily be woven iute 
true essayist. . , . It is a mosaic of the reader's own thoughts, adding 
suggesti\
e Lits; or, since mosaic is a colour and strength to them for the 
false image, let us say it is a skein of future."-Illustratcd Times. 
ùright and broken threads, everyone 


Crown 8vo. sewed, Is. 
ROlnanism and Rationalism as opposed 
to Pure Christianity. 
By J OH
 CAIRNS, D. D. 


Small Svo. Is. 6d. 
Prevailing Prayer. 
With Introduction by NORMAN MACLEOD, D. D. 
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Popular Edition, crown 8vo. 4s. 6d. 
The Christ of History. 
By JOHN YOUNG, LL.D. (Edin.) 


Post 8vo. 7 s. 6d. 


"The Life and Light of Men." 
By J OHN YOUNG, LL.D. (Edin.) Author of "The Christ of 
History. " 
"The author's idea is beautifulIy " As acute in argument as it is reye- 
worked out in this volume, which, rent in spirit."-Clerical JouT1tal. 
like all Dr. Young's writings, is cha- 
racterised by deep thought and the 
keenest appreciation of spiritual 
things." -Spectator. 


"Worked out with great skill and 
illustrated with considerable beauty." 
-Patriot. 


Crown 8vo. 7 s. 6d. 
Sermons and Expositions. 
By the late JOHN ROBERTSON, D.D. Glasgow Cathedral. 
cc A noble man-a comprehensive treating his subject, he had hardly an 
scholar-a truly able Preacher."- equal. Let it be added that a more 
Eclectic. genial, kindly, liberal-minded and 
"Dr. Robertson had not a superior honest mall never walked this earth." 
among the Scottish clergy; for IHanly -Fraser's Nagazine. 
grasp of mind, for pith and !)oint in 


Crown 8vo. 68. 
The Prophet J on all 
His :Missioll and Character Illustrated and Applied. 
By the Rev. HUGH 1\IARTIN, l\I.A. 


"It is impossible not to admire 1\[1'. 
:Martin's skill and boldness."-British 
and Foreign El'Cr,ngelical Review. 
"The work i!'! hoth practical and 
expository, and will prove a valuable 
contriùution to theologicalliter
ture. 


It is as well suited for general rpading 
as for reference."-London Review. 


"An acute and able expo
ition- 
marked by rare freshness and power." 
-Sunday Magazine. 


Small 8vo. 68. 
Personal Names in the Bible. 
By the Rev. 'V. F. 'VILKINSON, l\I.A. Vicar of St. 'Ym.burgh's, 
Derby, and Joint Editor of ""Tebster and 'Vilkinson's Greek 
. Testament. " 
"This is a book for all who would wiselr, justly, and carefully study the 
sacred volume."-Ho1ltilist. 
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Post 8vo. 1 Os. 6d. 
Lotta Schmidt, 
And other Stories. 
By ANTHONY TROLLOPE. 


Post 8vo. 1 Os. 6d. 
Arne: 
A Sketch of Norwegian Peasant Life. 
By BJORNSTJERNE BJORNSON. 
Translated by AUGUSTA PLE
NER and SUSAN RUGELEy-POWERS. 
"ThE:! most charming love-story of I spots in tbe arid waste of fiction."- 
the year."-Ilhtstmted Times. Athenæum. 
"Such fresh little bits of nature I " It is, in fact, a fairy-hook for men 
come to us rarely. They are green and women."-JVestminster Rel1iew. 


2 vo]s. post 8vo. 218. 
Wealth and Welfare. 


By JEREMIAH GOTTHELF. 
U For a long time we have not read I forced. The two volumes are a perfect 
a book in which the style was at once little wine of sbrewd observation." 
so fresh and individual without being I -London Review. 


Demy 8vo. 7 s. 6d. 
The Resources and Prospects of America. 
Ascertained during a Visit to the States in the Autumn of 1865. 
By Sir S. :MORTON PETO, Bart. 1\1. P. 
" It deals entirely with the material I too sanguine a view, the book is likely 
and commercial capabilities of the to be equally acceptable on both sides 
('ountry, and, as these are points on of the Atlantic. "-Times, April 12, 
which it is almost impossible to take 1866. 


Small 8vo. Illustrated by 'Yhymper, 58. 
The Regular Swiss Round. 
In Three Trips. 
By the Rev. HARRY JONES, :r.I.A. 
2 vols. Demy 8vo. Illustrated, 21s. 
Casas de España: 
Illustrative of Spain and the Spaniards as they are. 
By l\1rs. "T:M. PITT BYRNE, Author of "Flemish Interiors," &c. 
"The best book we have yet seen on Spain."-Daily News. 
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Crown 8vo. 5s. 


The Bible Student's Life of our Lord. 
ßy Rev. SA?tIUEL J. ANDREWS. 
"For most readers this book will I not of theological students only, but of 
be far more intcrestingthananyother all intelligent readers of the Bible."- 
work on our Lord's earthly life. It is Contemporary Review. 
written with great simplicity and in a I "Sensible, thorough, and impar- 
deeplyreligi-ous spirit; and it may with tial. It will be found very useful to 
much advantage be placed in the hands, divinity students. "-Guardia-lI,. 


Crown 8vo. 6s. 
The Foundations of our Faith. 
By Professors AUBERLEN, GESS, and others. 
"We know nothing that can compare with this work for complewness, 
Wisdom, and power."-Nonconformist. 


Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. 
Itoyal Truths. 
By HENRY 'YARD BEECHim. 
Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. 
Eyes and Ears. 
By HENRY WARD BEECHER. 
Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d. 
Life Thoughts. 
By HENRY 'YARD BEECHER. 


BY ALEXANDER VINET. 


Post 8vo. 8s. 
Outlines of Theology. 


Post 8vo. 8s. 
Outlines of Philosophy and Literature. 
"These volumes are of great merit I jects that IJass under review. . . . 
and extreme interest. Thc editor, 11. Our readers will find in them a rich 

\stie, has done his work with rcmark- vein of vigorous thought, extremely 
able skill, and has sucl'ec(led in giving I suggpsti,"e, and always pervaded by a 
us a l'emarkaùle embodiment of 1\1 devout amI reverent spirit."-British 
Vinet's thinking on the several sub- QU(tì'terly Review. 
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In Imperial 4to. price 218. 
Touches of Nature. 


By Eminent Artists and Authors. 
This Volume contains One Hundred Drawings on 'V ood, set in 
gold borders, and produced in the highest style of art, under the 
superintendence of :1\Iessrs. DALZIEL BROTHERS. 


" This collection is one of the best 
that has eyer appeared. It comprises 
drawings by 1\1 illais, Holman Hunt, 
Frederick Walker, Sandys, Wolf, Law- 
less, Du 1\Iaurier, 'l'enniel, :Marcus 
Stone, Leitch, and half a dozen other 
men, more or less distinguished. Some 
of them are as good as can be found 
anywhere: Holman Hunt's drawing 
on p. 6 is an instance-a figure of a 
Jewish ReJ,per, which is heautiful he- 
yond praise, a thing which demands 
and deserves contemplation as a mas- 
terly work of art. Besides .:\11'. Hunt, 

lr. 1\lillais and 1\11'. Walker are seen 
in this volume at their best, and so is 
:Mr. Du ßIaurier."-Pall Mall Gazette. 
" 1\lillais's drawings here are all in 
his best style, and l\lr. Holman Hunt's 
is perhaps the most remarkable in the 
collection. 1\11'. Salldys furnishes some 
very striking illustrations; Mr. Wolf 
presents us with a collection of birds 


such as he alone can draw; Mr. Lin- 
ton a landscape, with one of those 
skies which he so much loves. We 
would gladly go on to specify others, 
but must content ourselves with 
briefly commenrling 1\11'. Small, 1\11'. 
Houghton, 1\11'. Walker, and especially 
1\11'. Barnes; and adding a word of 
deep regret for the loss of 1\11'. Paul 
Gray, whose pictures here show how 
true a lover of nature he was. But 
the chief value of the work is the 
testimony, which most certaiIÙY it 
bears, to the sounùness and healthi- 
ness of English art in the present day. 
And it must be remembered that the 
illustrations were originally designell 
for' Good Words,' the pri{'e of which 
is only 6d. ; but which fully deserves 
both its high reputation and wide cir- 
culation, by the spirit and good taste 
with which it is conducted."-JVest- 
minster Review. 


Deroy 4to. cloth gilt, 168. 
Millais's Illustrations. 


A Collection of Drawings on Wood.. 
By JOHN EVERETT l\IILLAIS, R. A. 


"FoITrnost among the Illustrated 
Books deseryes to be named 1\11'. l\IiI- 
lais's 'Collected Illustrations.' :Mr. 
Millais has qualities as an artist with 
which few authors can da
'e a com- 
parison. What these qualities are 
may be inferred from the fact that 
here are his best illustrations col- 
lectell together, separate from the text 
to which they belonged. They are 
worl{s of art that need no letterpress 
-no comment: they speak for them- 
selves, and have an interest by them- 
selves. They nearly aU disl,lay extra- 
ordinary power, and some of them 
are in their way quite perfect."- 
Times. 
" A collection of the choicest draw- 
ings that have appeared in 'Good 
Words' and other finely illustrated 


periodicals, has been colle<'ted into 
one handsome volume. By the phrase 
, choicest drawings' we mean-nor do 
we think that the fitness of that 
phrase, so applied, will be for a mo- 
lllent questioned-the drawings of Mr. 
Jolm Everett Millais. If anybody 
wishes to see how a great artist will 
condescend to learn the mechanism 
of any subordinate branch of art in 
which he is called upon to work, there 
is no better ,"ource of information on 
the point than this book affords. The 
wood-cutter has been met, and all his 
modes of effect have been considered 
by the painter, 80 that a perfect union 
of their forces has bcen gained, to 
the incalculable advantage of popular 
art."-Daily Telegroph. 
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" Good JVords are worth much and cost little."-HEIWERT. 


Sixpence :Monthly, Illustrated. 
Good Words. 


Edited by NORMAN :MACLEOD, D.D. 
And illuðtmted with JVooà Engravings from designs by }'[illais, Holman Hunt, 
Keene, Walker, Wolf, Watson, and others. 
The experiment has now been tried of establishing a :l\Iagazine 
which should reflect the every-day life of a good man-with its 
times of religious thought and devotional feeling, naturally passing 
into other times of healthy recreation, busy work, intellectual 
study, poetic joy, or sunny laughter ;-and its success has exceeded 
the most sanguine hopes of its projectors. " Good 'Y ords" was 
commenced eight years ago, and now enjoys a larger circulation 
than any other Monthly Magazine. 
The following are among the Contributors to the Parts already 
publishe,l :- 
Bishop Alexander. Rev. Charles Kingsley. 
Dean Alford. Rev. Professor Lee. 
Duke of Argyll. J.1\1. Ludlow. 
W. Lindsay Alexander, D.D. 1I1iss :Marsh. 
Â. K. H. B. .Author of "The Recrea- Gerald Massey. 
tions of a Country Parson." Professor l\'IcCosh. 
Professor Ansted. George l\IacDonald. 
Rev. William Arnot. J. R. 1\lacdutt
 D.D. 
Rev. William Arthur, A.M. Normanl\Iacleod, D.D. 
Author of "J oh11 Halifax." :Mrs. Oliphant. 
Rev. Thomas Binney, Laurence Oliphant 
Professor J. S. Blackie. Rev. J. J. Stewart Perowne, D.D. 
Sir Davi{l Brewster, D.C.L. Professor Lyon Playfair. 
John Drown, }1.D. Professor J. L. Porter. 
Robert Buchanan. Adelaide A. Procter. 
John Caird, D.D. Rev. Charles Pritchard, F.R.S. 
Isa Craig. Rev. W. :Morley Punl';holl. 
Rev. J. Ll. Davies. Rev. Professor PIUllll'tre. 
J. H. Merle D'Aubigné, D.D. Henry Rogers. 
Principal Forbes. Samuel Smiles. 
The Countess De Gasparin. Alexander Smith. 
:\lrs. Gatty. Professor C. Piazzi Sm
.tll. 
Ar('hd. Geikie, F.G.S. Dean Stanlt'Y. 
WiUiam Gilbert. W. Fleming'Stevenson. 
The Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone. Isanc Ta;ylor. 
James Glaisher, F.R.S. Alfre{l Tennyson. 
1\Irs. )largaret Maria Gordon. Sir W. Thomson. 
P. H. Gosse, F.R.S. Rev. A. W. Thorold. 
Dora Greenwell. Anthony Trollope. 
Thomas Guthrie, D. D. Hev. Principal Tulloch. 
James Hamilton, D.D. Sarah Tytler. 
Sir John F. W. Herschel. Bart. C. J. Vaughan, D.D. 
Jean Inge1ow. Archbishop Whately. 
J. W. Kaye. Catherine Winkworth. 
The V olumPB of "Good "T ordB" are Elegantly Bound in MmlYe 
Cloth extra, and Full Gilt, price 7,<;. 6d. each. 
*** Each Year's Issuefor'iìUJ a Complete Book. 
All the V olumes and Parts are in print, and may be had l,y 
order of any Bookseller. 
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On the 1st of each Month, pIice 28. 6d. 


The Contemporary Review, 



þt!)I!)gícar, Uíttrar!?, anb 
!)cíaI. . 


The" Contemporary Review" numbers among its Contributors 
those who, holding loyally to belief in the Articles of the Christian 
Faith, are not afraid of :Modern Thought in its varied aspects and 
demands, and scorn to defend their faith by mere reticence, or by 
the artifices too commonly acquiesced in. 


The following are among the ContIibutors to the Numberh already 
published :- 


Alexander, William, D.D. Bishop of 
Derry. 
Alford, Henry, D,D. Dean of Canter- 
bury. 
Bayne, Peter. 
Blakesley, the Rev. Canon. 
Bunbury, E. E., 
I.A. 
Cheetham, the Rev. Professor, King's 
College. 
Colquhoun, J. C., )I.A. 
Conington, Professor. 
Davies, the Rev. J. LI., M.A. 
Dorner, Dr. J. A., Berlin. 
Dowden, Edward. 
Fremantle, the Rev. W. H., :M.A. 
Goodwin, Harvey, D.D., Dean of Ely. 
Hannah, the Rev. John, D.C.L. 
Humphry, the Rev. W. G., B.D. 
Howson, J. S., D.D. 
Kinnear, J. Boyd. 
Lake, the Rev. W. C., .M.A. 


Ludlow, J. l\I. 
Lightfoot, the Rev. Professor, D. D. 
LytteIton, Lord. 
l\Iansel, the Rev. Professor, Oxford. 
)Iaurice, the Rev. F. D. 

Ierivale, the Rev. Charles, D.C.L. 
JlacDonnelJ, John, D.D., Dean of 
Cashe1. 
Perowne, Rev. J. J. Stewart, D.D. 
Plumptre, the Rev. E. H., M.A. 
Reichel, C. P., D.D. 
Robertson, the Rev. Canon, }I.A. 
Shaw, Benjamin, !lI.A. 
Stanley, A. P., D.D., Dean of West- 
minster. 
Stevenson, Rev. W. Flen1Ïng. 
Tristram, the Rev. H. B., l\LA. 
Tulloch, the Rev. Principal. 
Tyrwhitt, the Rev. R. st. Juhn, M.A. 
Vaughan, the Rev. Edward T., ?tI.A. 
Westcott, the Rev. Brooke 1!'., B.D. 


Five Y olumes of the "Contemporary Review" are now ready, 
bound in cloth, royal 8vo. price 1 Os. 6cl. each. They can be had 
from allY Bookseller, or direct from the Publisher; and the :l\Ionthly 
Numbers can also be had from the beginning, price 28. 6d. each. 
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